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NOBLE AND WOR- 
THIE KNIGHT, MY HO- 


norable good Patron, Sir G eorge (arey, 
Knight Marſhall ot ſs Maie{tics mot 
honorable houſhol4, and gouer- 
nour of her lle of Wight, 
a]l ioyes, 
externall,internall, 
eternall. 


Cy fn L.Biſhopof London 
7-2 INE <ho\ leſt deceaſed, both 

WE GRHZ bis letter,and by 
-\ 2 wora of mouth, to 
requeſt a copie of it for tne preſſe The 
lthe did diners other alſo, Bat intrueth | 
hadthen no copie of it. Or if I hadbeen 
poſſeſſed of any, yet {was reſoluteto reeld 
tonoſaco mation. Which ſomes (1 hnow 
not who )underiFanding, that being by ſo 
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many, and ſo many times importuned, to 
print this,or ſome other Sermon,l alwaies 
utterly ref:ſed ſo to doe, hane preſumed 
to print the Meane in Mourning, alt 
ther without true indgement, or calling 
-ne to counſell therein. Andthat ſo falſly, 
ard in moſt places ſo quite contrary to my 
meaning, that I may ſay tohim, whoſoe- 
er was the procurer thereof, as Martiall 
the Poet ſaydto one, 


Quem reciras meus eſt,o Fidentine,libellus: 
Scd male dum recitas,incipitefle ruus, 


O Fid-ntine,a booke of mine 
T how printſt againſt my will: 
And yet not mine,but it is thine 
Becaxfe thouprintſt it ill. | 
Whenin the triumph of Iulius Czar, 
the Romanes had carried about the mio- 
dell of thoſe cities, which he had ſubdaed, | 
granen in yuorie,andnot long after in the 
triumph of Fabius Maximus,they ſhewed 
the deſcription of his cities , carued in 
wood ; Chrylippus beholding the diffe- 
reace. ſaid merily,that Fabius cities were | 
but the ſheathes of Cars cities. eAnd | 
certes I may bee bolde to aerre, that as 
mh aiuer/ttic as there is betweene yuo-| 
vie and wood, ſo much there is betweene | 
that | 


þ 
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that Sermon which was firſt once prea- 
ched,and that which was after twiſeprin- 
ted, For thoſe two editions were but woo- 
den ſheathrs.Or if there were any mettall 
in them, yet it had net an yuorie but a 
dudgin haft being blunt and dull, without 
any poynt or edge. Therefore after I was, 
not onely perſwaded by the adniſe of all 
my friends, but exen enforced by the ne- 
ceſſitie of the thmg it ſelfe, toprint that 
Sermon as it was preached, I thought 
good likewiſe tolet this goewith it, Tha 
as the grauer of Images in Xlop telleth 
Mercury, if hee would gixe 4 groate for 
the image of Iupiter, he ſhoultl haue his 
owne image for nothing : ſo if any one 
who hath caſt away bis meney vpon the 
former editions,wil beſtow a groate 2por 
the true copte now ſet out by my ſelfe, bee 
may haue this ſermonwith it for nothing, 
in ſurpluſſage ouer and beſides the bar- 
gaine, Which if it ſhall pl-aſe you outof 
your true worth fauourably to patronize 
and protett, then all that reape any bene- 
fit by peruſing it, ſhall haue good cauſeto 
honour your moſt noble minde, by whoſe 


munificence and bountie my ſtudies hane 


been hitherto continued. And ſo craxing 
” | your 
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your honourable acceptance of my faith. 
full endenonurs I bumbly take my leaue. 
From Saint Tohxs Colleage in Cam- 
bridge the firſt day of Fe« 
bruar).1595. 


Your Worſhipseuer, 
| | 
| and in all duetie 
moſt bounden, 


Thomas Playtere. 


To the Reader. 


=== Entle reader, the ſenten. 


TH DL ' ces are ſo framed,as thou 
5 mart reade them, Wwith- 
ee hi x9; 


& out any regard of the mar- 
= oimallnotes,as thoughthey 
were not ſet downe at all. Doe therefore 
herein as thou ſhalt thinke beſt. The quo- 
rations which are marked without a pa- 
rentheſis, as thus,% Þ ©,were all uttered 
when the Sermon waspreached. The reſ# 
which are marked with a parentbeſis as 
thus, (*)(Þ ) (< ),werethought conenient 
to bee printed, though, not the quotations 
themſelues, but onely the matter contay- 
ned in them, was preached, Farewell. 
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But one thing , 1 forget that 
Which is behinde, aud ende- 
nour my ſelfe to that Which 
#5 before,and follsW hard,to- 
Warde the marke , for the 
prize of the high calling of S: 
Godin Chriſt Teſus, Philip 3E 
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FEIELS JH Ight Honourable, right 
&| Worſhipfull, and molte 
(L- NT! Chriſtian & bleſled bre- 
CLAS thren: ; perfcQion is all in 
all. 1 heonely thing i in cuery thing, 
But that which is vaperfe&,is like ei- 
ther the vatimely birth ofa woma,or 
elſe the yntimely fruite of a tree, The 


x; B one 
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a. Heb.7,v.19 
b.1oh,19.13. 


&. Luc.14,30 


d, Gen.2,v.1. 


| 


e&Rom.6.:4 


one dying betore 1t bee borne, the 0+ 
ther rotting before it be ripe, Ther- 
fore it is ſaide of the lawe , 2 Thatir 
made nothing perte&:but of theGol- 
pel, ® thatitis moſt per fe in it ſelfe. 
And of the tower of Babel,*theſe mE 
began well to bulde ,\ et coulde not 

erfect it : but of the frame of the 
world, * thus the heauen & the earth 
were periectly ftiniſhed.Yea fo per- 
fetly, thar cueric thing ſince which 
hath had anye little reſemblance of 
this perſeQion,is (aid to be as perfeRt 


| as God madethe world, Now of all 


things in the world, man eſpecially 

is borne, not to dye, as an vntimeche 
birth, but to live: and man liueth,not 
torotte away as vntimely fruite 'bur 
to flouriſh for eucr, Therefore wee 
that doc not dye vnder the law, but 
ave vnder 2race, © mult not belyke 
the law, but like the Goſpell:and we 
which ſhall not rotte awaye as the 
tower of Babel, but flouriſh for cuer, 

as the building of God, f muſt not be 
ike the tower of Babell, but like the 
trawe of the world; I: 'bour ing contt- 
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Fathers perfe&.(8)Labour,I ſay, we 
mult, For as nothing is excellcat,and 
caſic both together; in like ſorte 
perfeCtion, though it be ſo excellent 
a thing, that it ought to be much de- 
fired,yet it is not {o cafie a thing,that 
it can be ſoone attained. Therefore 
ſaies the Apoltle1n the former verle, 
I doe not thinke thatT haue yet at- 
tained to it, For, ſayes Bernard®, 
How canlt thou polsibly bee a proft- 
cient, ifthou thinke thy ſelfe already 
fufhcient 2 The arke of the couenant 
was but a Cubit and a halte high*. So 
I1kewiſe the wheeles of the Cauldron 
were buta Cubite anda halfe high, 
Now wee know that a Cubite and a 
halfe is an vaperfe&t meaſure. Which; 
ihewes that none 1a this lite are per- 
te&ly perfect, The veric higheltare, 
as the Arke in Moyſes tabernacle,or 
as thewheeles in Salomons tewple, 
but a cubite and a halfe hizh(*), Per- 
feRtly vnperfe&t when theybegin:vn- 
perfectly perte& when they end, Be- 
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nually to be pertect, as our heauenly | 


(g) Mat. 5.48 


h. Ouomoae 
preficis, ſs 14m 
tubs (ufficis? 
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naiah was honourable among thirtie, 
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| 2.Sam,22.23 


(m)Lu,17,10. 
( n) Eſa.64. F+ 
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(e)1.Cor.g 
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| (r):1,Col.1z 
I2, 

( ( ) Eſ? queda 
(1mperfects per 
wad be [cial 

200 (e non e/ 
ſe perfedtum in 
| hac $1t.44. Pri. 
| mains 1 in Col, 
c.1.m fine. 
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but he attained not to the firlt three: 
i And fo ſome one wa may be as per- 
fect as thirtie,yea as a thouſand other 
men, and yet not attaine to the per- 
Potion of the bleſſed Trinitie,which 
is the firſt three, Nay when we haue 
done the belt we can, we are but vn-} 
rofitable ſeruants(®).Alour righte= 
1 oulneſle is as a ſtained cloth(®). Our 
greateſt ſtrength is confirmed in| 
| weakenelle(®). 'We know bur in part, 
not as we are known(?), We walke by 
faith,not by ſight(4).We behold asin 
a Glaſle darkely,not face to face (*). 
So that the molt perfect pertettion 
wee canattaine tointhislite, is an 
humble acknowledging of that im- 
perfectionwhich wee haue(f),and an 
earneſt labouring for that pertection 
which we haue not(*). V Veliuc here 
inthat we hopetor life("):and we arc 
perfect heere in that v:ee labour for 
pertection(*).W heretore as Salomon 
went yp lix {teppes to come to his 
great throne of Luorie(?), ſo mult we 
aſcend fix degrees to come to this 
high toppe of perfettion. The frſte 
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(Not manye thinges) ByT oNs 
THING, Theſeconde (1 doenot 
remember, but)T roxGEerT THAT 


VVHICH ISBEHINDE, The third 
(1 ſtand not ſtill, but) ]T enDEvoR 


MY SELFE TO THAT VVHICH 1s 
BEFORE, The fourth(lrunncnot 


amifle,but)] gg xt ov v HARD. 
The fift (Not beſide the marke,but) 
TOVVARD THE MARK B, T ne f1xt, 
(Not for anic other prize, but )rOR 
THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CAL- 


LINGor Gop in Cunisrt Izsvs, 
Touching the firſt, hee ſaics (Not 


many things) z yT ONE THING, 
Gregoric hath this ſentence*. The 
mind of man is like the ſtone Tirrhe- 
aus. That ſtone, ſo long asit is whole 
\wimmeth , but being once broken 
finketh, And fo the heart of man be- 
F ing once broken, it ſoone linketh, & 
being g diverſly diſtracted, it is eafilic 
ouerwhelmed . Zedekias® did well 
enough ſo long as he ſtated in Teruſa- 
lem , enifymng the viſion of peacc 
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whichis onething : but whenhe was 
caried to Riblah, ſignifying a multi- 
tude which is many things,then were 
[1s eyes put out , What ſoneare one 
as two? And yet wee multnot goe {0 
tarre from one as two. Seeing it is a 
veric hard matter and almoſt vnpoſ- 
| ble, that one mind ſhould wel heed 
(9)Y7 res «pp two diners things ® , Hercules himſelf 
fires mens fe- could not cope with two aduerſaries 
rat Vna4 duas. ; 
Cor, Gallas, | at ONCCe, So that Peter was vnwile to 
(3)Luc. 22.38] weare two ſwordes at once () .Alcx- 
 [anderfſayed, the whole world coulde 
not hold two Suinnes at once. So that 
Iflacar was an Aſleto beare two bur- 
dens at once($).;No man fitteth vpon 
two ſeates together.'No manwriteth 
with two pens together. No mi hun- 
teth two gatnes together . No man 
1uſtleth with two ſpeares together, 
He that hath two hearts, if hee haue 
a true hart of the one, he will haue a 
falſe heart of the other. Thereforc 
Lam.1.s, |{aies Saint James: ! A double harted 
man1s vnconſtant in al his waies. He 
that hath two tongues, itke tel truth 
| with the one, hee will lie with the 0- 
Ken [ther . Therefore ſayes Sainte Paule: | 
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m Deacons mult not be double ton-/ 
gued, He that ſcrues two malters, 1 
he pleaſe the one, hee will diſplealſe 
the other: therefore {ates our Sauior: 
2 No man'can {erue two maſters. He 
that walketh two waics,1the goe well 
in the one, he will {tumble 1 the 0- 
ther, Therfore ſayes Ecclecſiaſticus: 9 
Woe be to the {inner which walketh 
two manner of waies, Wherefore we 
wuit not be like the Philiftins whick 
had two harts, P one heart that clea- 
ued to God, another that cleaued to 
Dagon . Wee mult not bee lyke the 
lewes which had two tongues , 1one 
tongue that ſweared by the Tor d,an- 
other that ſweared by Malcham,We 
mult not be like the Iſraelites which 
{erued two maſters , * they halted 
betivixt two opinions ſeruing ſome- 
times God, ſometimes Baal . 
mult not be like Salomon which wal- 
ked two wales, 5 his hart was not per- 
fe with God, but ſomtines he wal- 
| ked the way of che Lord, {binetimes 
| the way of Aſhteroth we mult not do 
| ſo, Ifay; wee mult not follovve God 


[ b 4 and | 


Wee] 


m, 1.Tim.3.$ 


n-Luec10.134 


0, Eccle.2,73 . 


Pp. 1,SAaMm,5,2. 
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r,1.Kin,z8,21 
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Sayles. | 2d Dagon:Godand Malcham:God 
iv "479 | and Baal; God and Aſhteroth. If wee 
me # 44274 would be perfet in deede, wee mult 
Throdorer gre.| follow (Not many thinges, no not ſo 


Aﬀe#.cur.2. | much as two thinzges) BvT ONE 
u.Cantica.4.9 


THING, 

(0)P8-123-2] For this Ons thing,is the veric band 
of Perfettion*, Hereupon Chrill ſpea- 
king to his ſpouſe,ſayth thus®, Thou 
haſt wounded my heart with one of 
thine eyes,and with one chaine of thy 
necke. The Church,I grant, hath ma- 
nic cies, But becauſe as the cies of a 
maiden looke vnto the hand of her | 
miltreſle (x) : fo all theſe cies waitc 
onelic on the Lord, looke onelic one 
waic,and ſo (ina fort) make only one 
eic, therefore hee ſaies, withO n x of 
thine cies. Solikewiſe the church hath 
| many chains.But bicauſe theſe chains 
| arcſo linkedand intorteled togither, 
| that they all make (ina manner) but 
one goulden chaine of Chriſtian ver- 
rues, wichis the band of Perfetion, 
and bindeth the Church to Chriſt, | 
as the necke ioyneththe bodie to the 

| head, therefore he ſaies,, with Ont 


Eo. chaine 
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chaine of the necke , This one cie it 
is, this one chaine it is, which makes 
Chriſt in loue with his Church, which 
ouercommes him, and woundes his 
heart, Thou haſt wounded my heart, 
ſajes hee, with one of thine cies, and 
with one chaine of thy necke. The 
Spouſe of Chriſt muſt haue but ONE 
as about her necke. The diſciple 
of Chriſt myſt haue but Ons coate 
vppon his backe. ! He muſt not beea 
turn-coat, iuchJeſle a change-coat. 
Secing indeed that which Cyprian 
{peakes of Chriſtes coate,maic bee as 
trulic ſaide of cucry Chriſtians coare, 
That either it mult bee Ynica, or elſc 
it cannot be T #xica, cither it muſt be 
Ons or none, For as Rebeccaes two 
rwinnes dyd {trugole and wreſtle be- 
fore they were borne,for harred and 
malice,but Elizabeths one childe did 
ſpring and skip before he was borne, 
tor 10y and gladnes;(o hee that buſhes 


himſc]fabout more things then one, 


ſhall neuer proue ſingular in anic 


thing, (*)nay he ſhall finde that ſtrife 


and refiltance in his head,which Re- 
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becca did in her wombe , but he that 
labours & trauailes only about One 
thing,ſhall bring it to gooc pertecti- 
on, and beeas cell delinered of it, as 
Elizabed was ot Iohn Baptiſt. Hence 
{1t15 that wee are exhorted, for our 
4.42 4.52, cart ,ato haue Ong heart and one 
b 1.Cor.1.10. | foule, tor our tongue,®to ſpeake ONE 
and the ſelte ſame thung, tor our ma- 
cALuth.13, . | {ter, to ſerue ONE malter in heaucn, 
Ad Phil.3, 4 for our w ay, dto walke after Ong aud 
the ſelfe ſame rule, According to that 
(e)Cer Gawm, molt wileand worthy word (*) ONE 
Va onde My E hart, One way, Which is alſo agreea- 
Ticalurcr bus |} O 
why ble tothe word of God, who ſayeth, 
p will 21gethem one hart, & one way, 
that they may feare me for cuer, for 
the wealth ofthem and of their chil 
drenatter them ( *), Wherefore Jet 
\v5snot haue any mindes, or trouble 
' our {elves about many thinges , but 
with Marys 1nind onely ONs thing 
; whichis necellarye : let vs not hauc 
| many tongues,or defire many things, 
' but euery oneot vs ſay with Dauid, 
h ONE thing onely haueI deſired of 
h Pl.i18,r theLord:let vs not {erue many ma- 
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ſters,or be many walters our {clues, 
but as Sophony ſpeaketh,\ with Ons |i Soph.3,9, 
ihoulder ferue the Lord ourGod,and 
only worſhip him:let vsnot walk ma» 
ny waies,or kick againlt many pricks, 
< orſhoote at roucrs (as I may laye)| wagn.g.r 
but with faint Paule in this place, | * 
aime onely at one marke, & followe 
ByT ON&s THING, This 1s 
che firlt degree to perfection, 


Touching the ſecond hee ſaith, 
(I doo not remember, but)Iror-| + 
GET THAT VYVHICH 15S BE- 
HIND. LIruthitis, wee way re- 
member, both that wee haue done 
ra Ro Ns oy hs we PO IEIN | 
one well, to continue it, For {1 .; WC 
Chriſoſtom ſayth, ! Nothing doeth ſo a 
wel help vs forward ina good courſe, | «4@moe.. 
as the often remembrance of our fins, | #97427: ye 
Wheras 1a the bitternes of our ſoules tate: t 4 
wecall to remembrance the daies of 
old, which we haue paſſed away in fin 
Wherevpon the Pſalmulſt particular- 
lie intituleth the eight and thirtith 
Pſalme a Memorandum, or a Re- 
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ſa olim 4 ſe de- 
| Midas memoria 
repeterert.. Em- 
thymus, tbide. 
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membrance,becaulc he made it, whe 
he called to remembrance his fins, 
which hee had in former time com- 
mitted ®, And generally Baruch fai- 
eth to vs in this{orte,Remeniber wel 
what you haue done, and as it came 
into your hearts to turne away from 
God, ſo now ſtrive with your ſclucs 
ten times more to turne againe vnts 
him *. Thus did Paule , remembring 
he had once bene a perſecutor, ® hee 
didrepent him ofit, & made amends 
for it, and was afterward ten times 
more zealous to ſauc the wicked, 
then before he had becne to deſtroy 
the godly, For the ſeconde, an other 
ſayerh, ? O what heauenly comfort 
do they inwardly feele,which arc de- 
lighted, with the remembraunce of 
vertue paſt, with the fruition of ioy 
preſent,with the expectation of fel1- 


I 2 


of comtort,as it can neuer be broken, 
{o it mutt alwaies be drawen forth at 
length,that he which is mſt may bee 
[ti] more iuſt,y he which is ſtrog may 
be {till more ſtrong. Thus did Dauid, 
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city to come? This three-folde corde | 
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remEbring he had once laina Beare, 
hee did not repent him of it, butga- 
thered ſtrength and courage by it, & 
was afterward more boldeto combat 
with a mightie gyant,than before hee 
had bin to deal withan eluiſh Beare, 
Therfore as they which leap, the fur- 
ther they go backward to tetch their 
runne,the further they leap forward, 
when they haue runne: ſo heere wee 
may looke backea litrle,and remem- 
ber, both that wee haue done ill,to a- 
mend it, and alſo that wee haue done 
well to continue it. Otherwiſe the re- 
membrance either of vices or vers 
tues, is ſo farre from putting vs anic 
whit forward, that it caſteth vs quite 
backward, For as Marke the Eremite 
witneſſeth, The remembrance of for- 
mer fins is inough to caſt him downe 
altogether , who otherwiſe myght 
haue had ſome good hope.Our linnes 
& Elies ſonnes are alike, Elic hearing 
his ſonnes were ſlaine, whom he him- 
ſelfe had not chaſtiſed and correfted 
as hee ought, fell downe backward & 
brake his necke (*), And ſoall they 
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that remember & hearken atter their 
former fins, which they ſhoulde haue 
mortified and kild,tall downe back- 
ward,and turne awaic from God. For 
this is the difference betweene the 
godly and the wicked. Both fall. But 
the godly tall forward vpon their ta- 
ces, as Abraham did when he talked 
with God : the wicked fall backward 
vppon the ground, as the Jewes dyd 
when they apprehended Chriſt, Hee 
that remembers his ſinnes, to be lorie 
for them, as Abraham did, falls for- 
ward vppon his face: but hee that re- 
members his ſins,to retoyce in them, 

as the Iewes did, fals backward vpon 
the ground. Wherefore if thou bee 
vppon a nountaine, looke not back- 
ward again vnto Sodom, as Lots wife 


(x)Gen: 19.27, d1d (): if thou bee within the Arke, 


(y)Gen. $.7 


flie not out agame into the world, Pa 
Noahs crow did (Y): if thou bee well 
waſhed, returne not againe to thy 


(2)2.Pet.2.22 mire as the hog doth (=): if thou bee 


(a)Pro.26.11. 


cleane purged, run not againe to thy 
filth, as the dog doth (4% It thou bee 


OA A———— D—_— RN EG OOO CO — - 


thinke 


*—_—_ ——  — 


F 00179 trowardes the lande of Canaan, | 
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thinke not on the telhpots ot Egypt 
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(b): If thou be marching againlt the | (b)Exod.16,3. 


hoalt of Madian, drinke not of the 
waters of Harod (*): If thou bee vp- 
pon the houle top, come not downe 
(9): 1f thou har 
plough,looke not behund thee (+5);re- 


member not thoſe vices which are | 


behind thee. No,nor thoſe vertues ne- 
ther, For as Gregorie writeth,(f) The 
remembrance of tormer vertues doth 
many times fo befot and inueiglea 
man, that it makes him like a blinde 
alle tall downe into a ditch. When 
Orpheus went tofetch his wife Eury- 
dice out of hell, he had hergranted to 
him ypon condition, that he ſhoulde 
not turne backe his cies to looke vp- 


pon her,till hee had brought her into 


heauen, Yet hauing brought her for- | 


ward a great wale, at Jeneth his love 
was ſo excelsiue, that hee coulde not 
contain anie longer, but would needs 
hauea ſight of her, V Vhercupon 
forthwith hee loſt both her fight and 
her ſelfe,ſhee ſodainly againe yaniſh- 
ing awaic from him. 8 This 1s a pocti- 
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call fiction.Neuertheles it ſeructh ve- 
ric fitly to this purpoſe. Toadmomiſh 
vs,that if we haue anie vertue, which 
is to bee loued as a man is to loue his 
wite,yet we muſt not beeſo blinde in 
affection, as to doate too much ypon 
it,or to fal in admiration of our ſclues 
forit,or to be alwayes gazing & won- 
dering at it, leſt by too much looking 
vponit, and by too well liking of it, 
& by too often remebring it,we loole 
ir-Becauſc indecd he that remembers 
his vertucs ,, hath no vertues to rc- 
member. Secing he wants humility 
which 1s the mother-vertue of al ver- 
tues, For this is the difterence be- 
tween the godly & the wicked, Both 
remember vertues. But the godly re- 
member other mens vertues:the wic- 
ked remember their owne vertues, 
They remembring other mens Ver- 
tues, make the cn{amples to imitate: 
theſe remembring their owne ver- 
tues, make them miracles to wonder 
at. I heretorethe godly ren;embring 
they haue ſome one or other litle 


vice in them, are humble, though 
they | 
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jno man will buy it, giveit. Oritno 
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they haue very many great vertues: 
but the wicked remembring the) 
haue ſome one or other litle \ vertue 
in them are proud, though they haue 
veric manie great VICes, «Wherefore 
though thou haue conquered king- 
domes yet cracke not of it, as Zena- 
charib did(8); though thou haſt built 
Babe], yet braggencr of it, as Nabu- 
chodonezer did(b): :though thou haue 
a ereat people, y etnumbec them not, 
as Dawid did (1) : though thou haue 
rich treaſures, yet ſhew them not, as 
Ezechias did (*) : though thou hauc 
{lain a thouſand Philiſtns,yet glonc 
not in it,as Sampſon did ()): : though 
thou halt builte ſeauen altars, yet 
vauntnotof it, as Balacke did =: 
though thou give a1mes,yet blow no! 
a trumpet () : though thou faſt twilc 
a weeke,yet make no wordes of it(®), 
(rememberijt not but)F ORGET THAT 
WHICH IS BEHI ND, 

It thou wilt be Perfe,F(ell all that 
thou haſt,and follow mee,ſayth our 
{auiour, Sell all that thou halt, Or it 
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man w1l take 1t, FORGET1t. T hemulto- 
cles {aid, he had rather learne the art 
of forgettulnes,then of memory. T hat 
i5,as I vnderſtand it,rather diuinity, 
thenphiloſophy.For philoſophy is an 
art of memory, but diuinitye is an art 
of forgettulnes. Therfore the firſt leſ- 
ſon that Socrates taught his Scholler 
was,Remember 4, For he thought that 
knowledge is nothing cls but acalling 
of thoſe things toremembrance which 
the minde knew, before it knew the 
body.Bur the firit Ic{ſon that Chriſt 
teacheth his ſcholer is, FORGET?, Har- 
ken 0 daughter (fays hc)and ſec, For- 
get thyne owne countrycand thy fa- 
thers houſc.So that faith js that fayre 
Hcellena, which drinketh to vs ma 
cup of Nepenthes, and fayth\, Beof 
good cheare, there ſha!be no more 
{orrow, neither crying,ncither death, 
neyther payne,for the firſt things are 
palt. And the water of the word of 
God is,that fountaine Lethe, which 
when we come to drinke of it,ſpeaks 
tovs (asitwere)inthis ſort, Remem- 
ber not the former thinges, ns 
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| regard the things of olde, For as they 
which dic cloth,de not immediatlie| 


change one contrarie into an other, 
but firit turne a white into an azure, 
and then make a puke of it : ſo wee 
can neuer holde colour, as a good 
puke, except firit our white bee tur- 
nedinto an azure, that is, as LirinEfs 
fayth®,except tirit we do wel to FOR- 
GET,that which wee didillto get,ex- 
cept firſt we do happily vnleary, that 
which we did vahappily learne. And 
like as they which worke in wax;can- 
not frame any new impreſs1on in it, 
till the olde bee defaced® : ſo the 
image of Crxſar the prince of this 
world,the diuel mult firlt be defaced, 
beforethe imageof Chrilt can be tor- 
medin vs, For this image of Chrilt, 
(as Clemes teſtifiethY? is ſeen only 11 
 thein, which ForGET the hil of Heli- 
con,and dwell mn mount Sion, W her- 
fore though thou haue had a bloudy 
ifluerwelue yeeres, yet thine iſſue be- 
ing now ſtopt,FoRGET al bloudynes: 
(9,though thou have had a crooked 
body eyghtcens yeres, vet thy body 
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being now i{treightned, FORGET all 
crookednes(®):though thou haue had 
blind eyes, yet thine cies being now 
clecred, FORGET al blindnes in ſecing 
the truth, (Þ) though thou haue had 
deafe eares,yet thine cares being now 
opened,FcREET all deafenes in hear- 
ing the word(®):though thou haue had 
a dry hand , yet thy hand being now 
reſtored, FORGET all drynes andni- 
gardlines with men (4) : though thou 
haue had a lame foote, yet thy foote 
being now recured,FoRGET all limp- 
ing & haulting with God (<) : though 
thou haue beene dead and buried in 
the graue foure dayes,as Lazarus was, 
yet being now reuiued, FORGET all 
deadnes1n fin (f) : though thou haue 
ben poſleſſed & tormented with ſea- 
uendeuills, as Mary Magdalen was, 
yet being now deliuered , renounce 
the deuill & all his workes,(8) & FoR- 
GET all thy wicked workes whichare 
behind thee (®), Yea andall thy good 
works alſo. For 1f thou FORGET them, 
then will God remember them. The 
patriark Abraham was content for 


Gods 
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Gods pleaſureto ſacrifice his ſonne]- 
ſaaci. But as ſoone as he had done, he 
F@RGETS it, Therforc God remebers 
it,and ſets downe cuerie ſcuerall cir- 
cumſtance of it , By myne owne ſelfe 
haue I ſworn (ſaith the Lord) becauſe 
thou haſt don this thing, There is the 
genera].But what thing? The particu- 
lar follows, And haſt not ſpared; yea 
not thy ſeruant; but thy ſonne; nay, 
not onely thy ſonne, but thine onely 
ſonne : and haſt not ſpared thine onelie 
ſonme,therfore I wil ſurely bleſle thee. 
Thatgood woma K&gaue Chriſt /louing 
& frindly intertainement.But as ſoon 
as ſhe had don ſhe FogGErS it, Ther- 
fore Chriſt remembers it,and ampli- 
hes it from point to point. He turned 
to the woman & ſaid to Simon, Seelt 
thou this woman? whenlI came to thy 
houſe, thou gaueſt mee no water for 
my feet: but ſhe hath waſhed my feet 
with the teares of her eyes, and wy- 
ped them with the haires of her head. 
Thougaueſt me no kiſſe:but ſhe lince 
the time I came in hathnot ceaſed to 
kiſſe my feete. My head with oyle 
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Il Luke 14.21 


m Math.z1, $ 
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thou dideiſt not annoint, but ihe hath 
annointed my tecte with oyntment, 
Lo yee how truc it is which I faid be- 
fore, thar it we remember our good 

workes, then God will forget th them; 
but it we FORGET the, then God will 
remember thein;yea K he wil reward | 
them when we laue forzotten them, 
It we wage warre with God!, & think 
to ouercome him with ten thouſand 
of our good deeds, then will he ike a 
puiſant prince , bring forth into the 
held a huge army ofour ſins , twentic 
thouſand of our ſins againſt vs, and 
with twenty thouſand of our fins will 
ealily ouerthrow ten thonſand ofour 
good deedes,and fo finally confound 
vs.But if or the other {ide we can bee 
content to F OREGT all our good 
workes; and to {trowe our belt gar- 
ments,and our molt floriſhing bran- 
ches at Chrills teete®; and to caſt 
downe our very crownes before the: 
throane cf the lambe ®, then he will 
bea right lambe indeed, hee will not 
heht with vs, but hee will crowne YS! 
with honour & glory, Almighty God! 
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appointed his people not to ſheare 
the firlt borne of the ſheepe 9. The 
fir{t borne of the ſheepe are the belt 
of our good workes. Theſe wee muſt 
not thearc,nor lay naked and open to 
the view and knowledge of all men, 
but FORGET them,and hide then; vn- 
der the fleece of filence, and keepe 
them ſccret to our ſelues, So Joſeph, 
whom God did lcad as a ſheepe (P), 
hauing a firlt borne, did not ſheare 
this firlt borne of the ſheepe, but cal- 
led him Manaſlecs,thatis,F or 6 ET- 


hind , when God had now anſwered 
the delires of his hart (9). The faithful 
{ſpeaking to Chriſt ſaye thus, wee will 
make for thee borders of goid guilt 
with filaer”, This is quite contrary to 


the faſhion of the world. The faſhion 


and to put the beſt fide outward, But 
the faithfull guild gold with filuer, & 
put the belt ide inwarde , So Moſes 
hauing a glorious countenaunce, did 
not ſet it out to the ſhew , but did 
FORGET it,& couered it witha vailes, 
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Now, a giorious COUNLENaUunce COuc- 
atwith; a vaile, whatisitels, but a 
border of gold, guilt with Gluer Burt 
we, we alas, foe the moſt part, haue 
(uch baſe mindes, that wee are ſcarce 
worth the eround we go vppon.Wee 
donoet euild our borders ot gold with 
f1luer: but we theare the fr{t borne of 
our ſheep. We do not calt downe our 
carments and our branches and our 
crownes before the throane of the 
lamb,but we warre againſt God with 
ten thouſand ot our good workes. Or 
rather indeede, which of vs all can 
multer together {0 many good works 
to hght for him? Nay,it we haue done 
one thing well,or one tume well, wee | 
thinkeall is w ej,venced dono more, 
we hauc done good inough, and oft 
inough , Yea,if others do not com- 
mend vs alſo, wee do ſo wonderfully 
pleaſe our ſelJues in it, that we arc rea- 
die preſentlie to prayſe our {clues for 
it. Butheare wee may all of vs learne 
true humility (*), whichis true magna- 
nimitieof S, Paul. Paul had a moſt 
noble and moſt ſtately heart , higher 


than' 
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than the very poles of heauenat tclfe. 
All that euer he had done hetherto, 
or could doo, hee thinkes too little, 
nay, hee counts 1t nothing , Hee was 
not a whit inferior to the verie chie- 
felt Apoſtles (*) , yetheeF O R- 
GETS 1t, He labored more'than the 
all,*)yethe FORGETS it, He ſpake 
with tongues more than they all (5), 
yet he FORGETS it. He had care of 
the churches(*),yetheF ORGETS 
it. Hee fought with beaſtes at Ephe- 
ſus(*),yet he FORGETS jr, He troad 
ſatha,that vile beſt, vader his feet(®) 
yet he FORGETS jr, Heſpake wil- 
dom among them that are perfea(*), 
yet he FORGET Sir, He was rapt vp 
to paradiſe into the thirde heauen, 
where he fir{t learned that among the 
Angels, which afterwards hee taught 
amoneſt men(*), yethe FORGETS 
it. Al this is nothing with him, Al this 
he FORGETS,and faith,IrorGET 
THAT yVHICH IS BEHIND. This 
is the ſecond degree to perfection. 
'T Ouching the third, he ſais,(I ſtand 
| Not ftjll) but TJ ENDEVOR MY 
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BEFORE. Saint Barnard writing to 
one Haimericus Chancelor of Rome, 
in his verie firſt falutation , wiſheth 
him to forget thoſe things which are 
behinde,and to folow the Apoltle to 
thoſe things which are before, Which 
no man can doo, that either ſtandes 
{t111, or is idle, Wherefore Hermes 
laith generally, Nothing in the whole 
worlde isaltogether idlef. The wiſe 
man hath allowed a time for cuerie 
thing elſe, but for idlenes hee hath al- 
lowed no time. Moſes arke had rings; 
and bars within the rings, to ſi1enifie 
that it was not madeto ſtand ſh}, but 
to bee remoued from place to place, 
lacobs ladder had {taues >, vppon 
which he ſaw none [tanding itil], but 
al either aſcending or els deſcending 
by it, Aſcend you likewiſe to the top 
of the ladder, to heauen,& there you 
ſhall heare one ſay, My father doth 
now work, & I work alſo. Wherupon 
Baſil noteth, that king Dauid hauing 
firſt ayd,Lord who ſhall dwell in thy 
tabernacle, addes then, Nor he that 
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hath wrought righteouthes hereto- 
fore, but be that doth now works righ- 
t:ouſnes,cuen as Chrilt ſais, My father 
doth now worke,& I worke al{o.Deſ- 
cend you likewiſe to the foote of the 
ladder to the earth , and there you 
ſhall heare that figge tree accurſed , | 
which did beare leaues and no Guix, 
Wherevppon Theophylact noteth , 
that Iohn Bapritt hauing fulſt faide, 
The axe is laid to the roote of the k Math.3.11 
tree,addes then, Not euery tree that | M4 view, 
hath not brought forth good fruite | 77 | 
heretofore:but ewery tree that doth not 
now bring forth good fruite ſhall be cut 
downe,cuen as that fruitleſle fig tree 
was CUT © downe, and caſt into the fi Ire, 
Therefore we mult ſo walke, as God 
ſeeing our continuall ftruittulnes may 
ſay ot vs, I ſee menwalking like trees | 
| Men walke like trees when as men |/Mar.$.24 ] 
{ arc neveridle,but alwaies abounding | 
in the worke ofthe Lord (®). As the | (m)1.Cor.1s 
tree of lite eucrie moneth bringeth n Reuel, FE 
forth twelue manner of truits (®), .For 

| ſo Chriſt ſaid tro him whom he healed 

| | 9,Take vp thy bed,and walke. He ſais | gMar.2.10 
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not,T ake vp thy bed and itand (till, 
likea ſtone, but take vp thy bed,and 
walke,like a tree, Otherwiſe to them 
whom he found ſtanding (till, he ſaid 
in his wrath and inhis fore diſplea- 
ſure,why ſtand yee (till all the daie 
idlewhy are ye like Moab ſetled yp- 
on your lees (?),and not powred from 
vellell to veſleil} wee mult make ac- 
compt to giue accompt for cucric 
idle word wee ſpeake (4). And much 
more then for cuery idle houre wee 
ſpende, Hee hathcalled thetime a- 
gainſ(t me,ſays Ieruſalem*,So that for 
the very time which wee haue con- 
cerned,we ſhall be condemned:and 
for euerie day which wee haue ſpent 
idlely, wee ſhall bee ſhent ſeuerclie. 
The LIfraclytes were commaunded , 
not once ina wecke, or once ina mo= 
neth,but cuery day to gather Manna 
except onely the ſaboth daie *, To 
teach them, andall vs, that till wee 
cometo the ſaboth of our cuerlaſting 
reſt in heauen, wee mult neuer (tand 


{till,but euery day bee doing ſome- 


what, Wherefore Apelles poley was 
wi this, 


_— 


to Perfettion, 29 | 


this, Let no day pafle without a line *, 
Be ſure cuery day thou do ſome good, 
then draw one lineat the left. Accord- 
ing tothat®,Line vpon line,line ypon 
line, And Pithagoras poſey was this 
x , Sit not ſtill vppon the mcaſure of 
corne, Do not looke to cate,except 
thou ſweat for'it, According to that 
z He which will not worke, let him 
not cate. In my fathers houſe, ſays 
Chriſt,are many manſions *. So that 
no man may {ing his ſoule a ſweete 
Requiem,(aying with that cormorant 
inthe Goſpell , Soule take thy relt. 
For in heauen onely , which is in our 
fathers houſe,there ace many manſi- 


out of our fathers houſe,there are not 
many manfions,no not any manſions | 
to reſt in, but onely vineyardes to 
worke in. Weeare come, ſays the au- 


no man may ſue out for himſelte a 
Quzerxs eft,laying with'the church of 
Laodicea,I am rich and hauc inough. 
For in heauen onely, are the ſpirits of 


ons to reſt in, In this world , which is 


thor tothe Hebrews®,to the ſpirits of |; Heb.12,29 
iult & perte& men in heaven, So that 
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tNulla drer- 
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iuft and perfect men, which are rich 
and haue igough. Inthis world wee 
muſt neuer thinke we are rich, but we 
mult alwaies bee poore in ſpirit: wee 
| muſt neuer thinke wee haue inough, 
but wee muſtalwaies hunger & thurtt 
after 1ghteouſnes,Wheretore if thou 
haue a talent ©, putit not into a nap- 
kin,bur into the banke : ifthou lighr 
a candele, *ſet it not vnder a buſhel], 
but vpona candleſlick: ifthou build 
a city*,place it not vndera dale, but 
vpon a hil:itthouſecke Chriſlf ſecke 
him not in thy bed, butinthe garden} 
Lienort {til:$1t not {h]:(ſtand not (t;11) 
but ENDEyYoR thy lſelte to that whicli 
1s betorc, 
Walke betore me, and be per feft 
ſayth God to Abraham 8, As it hee 
{ould ſay, itthou wilt bee perfect, 
then walke betore me, & ENDEVOVR 
thy ſeite to that whichis before thee; 
| For the Apoltle in the other part, 
| ſpeaking ot thoſe thinges which are 
behind,ſ{aith that he doth not onelie 
not beare them in body , but not ſo 
muchas beare them in mind . Heere 


— 
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contrariwiſe,ſpeaking ofthoſe things 
which are before, hee ſayth, that hee 
doth not onely intend his mynde to 
them but alſo extend his very bodie| 
towardes them,So that as they which 
runne inaracc, bend forward their 
breaſts,and ſtretch out their armes, 
to ſhew that they haue a delire torun 
faſter then posfibly theyr fecte can 
follow them : after the ſame fort wee 
which runne in this courle of Chriſti- 
anity,malt caſt away euery thing that 
prelſeth downe,& fin which cleaueth 
ſo fait Þ,that we may ENDEYOYR our 


f1gnifies ) [tretch our ſ{elues, to thoſe 
things whith are before, And like as | 
Aolus left all the other winds, which 
might haue beene atrouble to him | 
with his trend Vliſſes,to bepackt vp 
ina male,& kept onely the welterne 
wind for his owne vſc, to bring him | 
home into his country:ſo we mult re- | 
ictall other things, which may be as 
contrary windes to driue vs from the 
ſhoare of ſaluation, and retaine onely 


that weſterne wind of the ſpirite of 


God 
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ſelues, or (as the Greeke word*® here h Heb.12. 1 
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God, whereby wee may ENDEVOR 
our ſeluesto that which ts betore,and 
{t;-*tch out our failes,& fo come {afe- 
ive to the haucn of heauen. Eucrie 
thing, as Auſlin teſtityeth, is cither a 
hindcrance,or a furtheranceF: if it be 
a hinderance, caſt it away : It it bee a 
furtherance,then keepe it. For euecn 
as the filke worme keeps her budy 
ſpare and empty,and vſesto falt two 
or three dayes together,that ſhe may 
ſtretch out her ſelfe the better, and 
ſpin her thrid the finer : ſo wee muſt 
ENDEVOR tO bring vnder our bodies 
and (as I way ſay) dict them for the 
nonce,that we may not any longer 
weaue the ſpiders webb (®), but with 
the {ilkworme ſpin a new thrid. The 
{piders webb is vinculam , the f1]ke- 
wormes thrid vehiculum. And like as 
the viper perceiung her old skin to 
bee ſo ſtifte that ſhee cannot eaſllic 
ttretch ont her ſelf in ir, {trips it quite 
of:after the ſame ſorte wee which arc 
by nature a generation oft vipers, 
muſt {trip ofouroldeskin®, and per- 
ceiuing we cannot well do our ENDE- 
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yvovR & fſtirre our (clues inthe armor 
of Saul, wee muſt with Dauid put it 
of and put on the armour of light, 
When long warre had bin betweene 
the two houſes of Saul and Dauid, at 
length the houſe of Saul waxed wea- 


ker and weaker, & the houſe of Dauid 


waxed ſtronger and ſtronger ®. In like 
manner the ſpirit mult alwaies ENDE- 
VOVR it ſelfec to that which is before, 
& neuer leaue fizhting with the fleſh, 
till the houle ot Saul , who was a lim 
of the deuil!, that is,the fleſh , wax 
weaker and weaker, and the houſe of 
Dauid, who was a figure of Chriſt, 
that is,the ſpirit , wax ſtronger and 
ſtronger, Thus the Baptiſt being but 
a child waxed ſtronger and {tronger 
in fpirit. And yet ſpeaking of Chriſt 
and himſelfe,he ayes thus?, He muſt 
increaſe,] muſt decreaſe. But theBap- 
tiſt was borne of olde Flizabeth: 
Chriſt was borne of young Marie, 
W hereby we ſec, that that which is 
borne of the olde man , which is the 
fleſh, mult dayly decreaſe in vs, and 
grow downeward: but that which is 
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borne of the new 1nan , which is the 
{pirit, muſt dayly increaſe in vs,and | 
grow vpward, For fo indeede Chriſt 
in the beginning of the new world in- 
creaſed,in wiſdome for his mind,and 
itature for his body 4, To teach vs 
thatifwee bee lively members of the 
ſame body,thenwe muſt in like forth | 
ENDEV OR our ſelues to that whichis} | 
before,andincreaſe and multiply (*)| | 
& grow vp into hum who is the head, 
till weall come to the meaſure of the 
age ofthe fulnes of Chriſt, The ho -| 
ly gholt alſo mn the beginning of the 
olde world was moued vpon the wa- 
ters, To teach vs thatif we be inſpi- 
red & moued by the ſame ſpirit, then 
we mult inlike ſort be moved vppen 
the waters, & paſle apaſe over the red 
{ea of this world, that we may quick- 
lye cowe to the celeſtiall Canaan, 
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pentives Pets God may come , But the kingdome | 
tudo aternita-\ b 


which is the kingdome of God. Wee | 
pray indeede that the kingdome of 
of God commeth not by obſeruati-| | 
on, (tif wee ſtand (hll gazing and} | 
caping for it (*). Thereforcas Abra-| | 

han 
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his Tent, to meete the Angells *: $0 


warde, not onely looking ior , but 
alſo hafting vuto, tht coming 9 
the daye ot God(7), tiiat wee maye 
(it it vev poſgible) wecte the Lorde 
In the ayre(* ), with all his hohe 
| Angelles, it wee, woulde have his 
kingdome come , Wee pray alſo that 
{the will of God may be donein earth 
as tt ts inheauen;But the will of God 
wil be not done if we wil do nothing. 


their winges on high, and couer the 
mercy ſeate So muſl we ſpread out 
our wings,and itretch out , Or ENDE - 
VOVR our ſelues, and bee alwaycs 
preſt and ready toilye, as it were , to 
du the will of God (®), it wee would 
hauc his will done1n the earth, as 1t 
is in heauen. When God at the 
hr{t had made a paradyſe vpon carth, 
liee tooke the man, and put him into 
it,todrefle it and keepezt ©, Adam 


ham dyd runne from the doore ot| 


muſtwe ENDEVOY R to runne for-| 


 Therfore as the cherubins ſpread out | 
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was not emonned to bettow any bodt- 
lyelabour in dreſling it at that time. 
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(d) Quamurs 
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ras homo lex 
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gitin etram 
1n paradiſo ſpe- 
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laberis, 
Ambro, de Pa 
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For this was a part of his pumſhment 
afterward. Nether yet had hee need 
to keepe it from wild beaſts, For al) 
theſe were then ſubic& and obed1- 
ent vnto him, So that hee dreſled and 
kept it,by keping thoſe graces which 
God had given him,yeaand END E. 
VoVRing himſelfe to encreaſe them 


continually(®). Therfore the Apoſtle | 


beſeecheth vs alſo, that wee receiue 


notthegrace of God in vaine, but 
thatin all thinges wee approue our 


{clues,as the ſeruants of God,in much 
patience,in afttli ions, in necesſities, 
in diſtreſſes, and fo forth*. See yee, 
how many poſts and props he putteth 
vader vs,that we nay bee ſtayed v 

and confirmed in the grace of God, 
How many tooles,as it were,andim- 
plements he giucth vs, that wee may 
not recejue the graces of God in vain, 
but that as they are recciued & kept 


in vs, ſothey may bee dayly dreſſed} 


and bettered by vs. For,as Saint Pe- 
ter witneſſeth*, if theſe things be and 
abound, we ſhall neither be idle nor 
vnfruitfull in the knowleds of Chrilt, 


Where- 
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ofa garden, muſt notonely bee kept, 
but alſo bee dreſſed, that they may 
haue, not onely a being , butalfo an 
abounding 8, Becauſe a man may haue 
great good things being inhim, and 
yer be himſelfe like a garden that is 
kept indeed,but not dreſled, altoge- 
ther idle and vnfruicfull, But if they 
be both being and abounding in him, 
if hee ENDEVOVR himſelfe to go on 
further every day then other, then 
ſurelyhe is neither idle nor vnfruittu] 
inthe knowledge of Chriſt, Hereup- 
on Charls the fatt gauethis Embleme, 
h Stad not {til but go on further. Ylte- 
rias,asGod ſais to his guelt, Superins ?. 
Sit not ſtil], but fit vp higher.So F wa- 
ter riſeth vp higher and higher which 
Ezechiel ſpeakes of *. Firlt to the an- 
kles: then to the knees: then to the 
loines:laſtly to the head.So the wheat 
grows yp riper & riper, which Chriſt 
{peakes of1, Firſt there is the blade: 
then the care : then the full corne; 
laſtly cometh the haruelſt,So muſt we, 
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Wherevpon Oecumemus obſerueth, | 
that the graces of God,as the flowers 
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(m) Nomme 
graduum ſrgne- 
ficatur aſcenſio, 
Jus proficien . 
tes qu! que 4 
teporalibus ad 
eternd, 4 terre 
nis ad caleſta 
pronehuntur. 
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with the water, rile yp higher and 
higher, tillwe come to Y head, which 
is the ſorne of. God : Ind with the 
wheate,growe vp riper and riper, till 
weecometo the harneſt, which is the 


ende of the worlde , Alwayes E N «| 


DEV OV King our ſclues to that 
which is before , and continuallie 
finging one of the ſongs of Sion, that 
is, one of the Pſalmes of degrecs, 
(m) till wee ſee the Lorde in Sion, till 
wee {ee the head, inthe harueiF, the 
ſore of Godin the ende of the Wworlde. 
Enen as hee did who layes hecre, 
SD BHY0 v2: IM.3 
FEES T-3.70xX 8:44 
EV HICH 13 BEFORE. 


This is the thirde degree to per- 
tection. | 


po TT" ——_—— 


| ” Perfection. "= 
& peove; the fourth , hee ſaith, 


(lrunnenot amiſle,but)I x oL- 
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hee ſhoulde, by running ether too 
ſlowly or tos faſt, Nowe for ouermuch 
 flowneſſe, Ruſticus Diaconus faieth, 
;* It isa ſtarke ſhaine for vs to bee 
colde in maintaining a truth, ſecing 
our aduerfaries are {o hot in defend- 
ingafalſhoode , When the aduerſa- 
richad ſowen tares among the good 
corne, the maſter ſayde to his ſer- 
uauntes, Let both growe together, 
Hee ſaycthnor, Let the tares growe, 
and the good corne not growe , but, 
Let both growe together, If the tares 
growe fo faſt for the fire, then letthe 
good corne grow as faſt tor the barne, 
Ifthe wicked runne fo faſt ro dam-! 
nation, then let the godlye runne 
as faſt to ſaluation. Yet the Pro-! 
phets haue eucr complayned, that 
the children of this worlde are much 
| more forwarde intheyr kinde, then | 
' the children of light, Dauid ſpeaking 
{ of the children of this worlde, ſaith, 


maye runne amifſe , otherwiſe then | 
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[ hey encourage themſclues 1n an 1]1 
purpoſe . But Efaie ſpeaking of the 
:-hildren of lighr,faith ©,No man cal- 
leth for iultice, no man contendeth 
'or the truth, When the time drew 
1eere that our ſauiour ſhould be tak- 
:nand carried away to bee crucifed, 
>nelic Iudas that vile traitor was vi- 
zilant and watchful to bring his miſ- 
chicuous purpoſe to paſle,but all the 
'ther diſciples were falt a fleepe, 
Therefore asleruſalem ſaid of her cije 
4 Mine cic hath ſpoiled my foule: So 
might theſe drouly diſciples haue ſaid 

ttheir cite, Our cic hath ſpoiled our 
ſoule . And as the Centurion ſaid of 
his ſeruant*®, My ſeruat licth at home 
ack of the palſey and 1s ill troubled: 
So might Chriſt haue ſaid of theſe his 
lleepic diſciples, My diſciples lic at 
home ſicke of the palſey, and are 11! 
troubled. Wel ſaid, ill troubled. For 
hee that is diligent to diſcharge his 
ducty,and takes paines in his calling 
as he ought,is well troubled f, But hee 
that hath the palſey and is ditſolutc 
and negligent, and lies at home ficke 


of 
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the lazie diſcaſc,is ill troubleds, YI! 
troubled, with an emill ſpirite , with 
the ſpirit of ſlumber, which,as Iob 
reltifies®, lyeth in the couert of the 
reedes, They that are lazie aud lither 
tellowes,and haue nothing in them, 
are heere called reedes,in whom the 
deuill himſelte lieth and fleepeth ſe- 
curely, But though hee be well quie- 
tedin them,yet(as [ ſaid before)they 
arc ill troubled with him, YI! troub- 
led with him, as thoſe ſeuentie kings 
were ill troubled with Adonibezec, 
whey hee did cutoff the thumbs of 
their hands & feete. For he that hath 
the thumbs of his hands cut of, may 
perhaps do ſomething , but hee is ſo 
long - alitle that he were better 
{it {till & do nothing, then be ſo long 
pidling about nothing. So hee that 
hath the thumbs of his feete cut of, 
may peraduenturego forwarde, but 
Itis i {ucha ſnayles pace which hee 
2o0cs, that he were better ſtand ili]1 & 
not goat all forward, then go fo flow- 
ly forward. Wherefore wee mult not 


| go ſo ſlowly forwarde, as though the 
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thumbs of our hands and teete were 
cut oft, but rather wee muſt runne as 
faſt as itis to be ſuppoſed that migh- 
tie man coulde*, yyhich had vppon 
euery hande {1xe fingers, and vppon 
cuerie foote {ixe toes. But yet fayes 
Bernard!, As zeale mult erect our 
diſcretion, that we runne nor too ſloly- | 
ly,{o diſcretion mult direct our zealc, 
that wee runne xot t#0 faſt, That wile 
woman , by whowe 1s meant the 
Church of Chrilie , labourcth with 
the counſ{ell of her handes ®, Her 
handes are f{ull of ezes2. Shee hath 
more foreſight and wiſedome cuen 
in her Jitle finger, then many a man 
hath in his whole head, She labou- 
reth with her handes. There is zeale. 
Shee laboureth with the counſell of 
her hands, There js dilcretion as well 
as zeaie. In Leuticus they are for- 
bidden to bring anye blinde of- 
tering to Goa ®, All'zeale without 
difcretion, 1s an offering without an 
eyc.All bind zeale, is a blind offer- 
ing. Which God wil never accept. So 
_ as Minerua is ſaid to put a gol- 


| 


5 * 
—— W_— —_— — 


RG 


den 


i 
: 
| 
[4 
p 
| 
Y 


a a an ee 


5 
f 
p 
| 


R to Perfettion. #3 | 
| den bridle. vppon Pegaſus, that hee 


| Therefore Oftauian (the Euperour 


ſhould not. flyc too faſt : in like forte 
our Minerua, that is our Chriſtian 
diſcretion, mult pur a golden bridle 
vppon Pegaſus , that is our earneſt 
zcalec?, lealf if our zeale bee vnbri- 
deled, it|'make vs fallowe too faſt, 


did bearein his Eſchocheon,a crab- | 
fiſh and a butterflie, with this wot; | 
4 Softe pace, goes farre; A Crabfiſh 
creepes . Thats ſofte pace. A but» 
| tetflic flies. Thar goes farre. A crab- 
fich, a butterflie, Softe pace,goes 
| farre, And Veſpaſian the Empe- 
rour did {ftampe m his coine a Dol- 
| phin and an anchor, with this Im- 
| preſar, Soone inough,it well inough. 
| A Dolphin out-ſtrips the ſhip, Thats 
ſooneinough. An anchor ſtayes the 
ſhippe . Thats well inough, A Dol- 
phin, an Anchor , Soone inough, 
ifwell inough , For as if the lower 
| ſpheares in the heaucn ſhoulde not | 
| bee ſtayed with the contrarie courle | 


lof the higheſt ſpheare in the firma- 
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|ment , they woulde ſoone {ette 


g Feſtina lente. 


' Sat cito,fiſat 
bene. 


p lame y.z3 |! 
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s Gen.3 2-13 


f Ons credide- 
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Pedag, lib.1, 
CAP12Z. 
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the whole world ona hight hire: So the 
inferior aftetions of the minde, 11 
they be not ſtaied with the contrary 
courle of reaſon, and with the milde 
motion of the ſpirit of God, they will 
{oone ouerheat thee and ouerthrow 
all thou goeſt about, Therfore Chilo 
giveth vs this precept,not to ouer- 
heat Jacobs ſheepe by driving them 
too fal[ls,not ro make ouermuch haſt 


intheway. According to [that in the 


prophet Eſay, where it is ſaid*, Hee 
which belccueth ſhall not make haſt, 
The ſtring of an Inſtrument may bee 
as wel tno high as too low. If it be too 
lowe it 1arres, if it bee too high it 
breaks,So the mind of man may be as 
wel too intent,as too remille. If it be 
too remis, it runs too flowly:it be too 
intent,it runs too faſt, Wherfore Cle- 
mens giueth ys this percept, that wee 


ſhould not be ſtrained & wreſted too 
high,but ſet & tuned aright *, Accor- 


-| ding to that in the ſecond to the Co- 


rinths*, where it is ſaid, thatwe muſt 
not outſtretch our felues, but ſtretch 
out our ſelues;not run amiſ{(either to 
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flowlic or too faſt) but FOLLOW 


For the way of the righteous? it 
elittereth as the light, which ſhineth 

more and more vnto the perfett day, 
It elitterethas the Sun , which com- 


his chamber,and reioiceth as a giant, 


are like a wheele . O my God make 
them likea wheele,ſayes Dauid *, A 
wheele tilts vp behind, and ſhootes 
downe before.So the wickedare for- 
ward toall badnes, and backward to 
all goodnes .. Butthe godly are like a 


and no more , on each hind foot, but 
hue clawes, and no leſſe on cach forc 


OS 


better foote before (as wee ſaic)they 


meth forth asa bridegroome out of 


to run his courſe, Indeed the wicked| 


Panther, A Panther hath tour clawes 


foote, So the godly, though-they bee 
weake to the worldward,yet they are 
[trong to Godwarde. And ſetting the 


FOLLOW hard and run with might & 
maine molt violently to laie holde on 
that hope which is ſet before them*: 


For there are two ſortes of violent 
men . Of the firlt ſorte the Apoltle 


| {aies, 


y Pro.4.18, 


Z Pſal,82,1 3 


a Karo6augovyl, 
Curſum corrt- 
prunt, Bez a, 
Hebr.6.18. 
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probur.Em.Do-' tO himiſelfe (4). And that wee ſhould | 
minics. 3. .44- | FOLLOW hard and as pyrats or thee- 


Inn 
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ſais Þ, No extortioners or violent men 
ſhall inherit the kingdome of heauen. 
c Mat 11:12, | Ofthe ſecond fort our fauiour ſayes ©, 
The kingdome of heaucn ſuffereth 
violence & violent men lay hold on 
it.Both are violent men-:but both arc 
not violent to men. For they ofter 
violence to men:thele otter violence 
4 Bows G:oley | © God. Therefore they do not en- 
tie qus young rer:bur theſe do enter into the king- 
r:twrregniaDes dome of heauen. For though God 
Fis intrare | be not content that wee ihould offer 
”n regoam Z" violence to men,yet hee 1s well con- 


lorum? Efto Gi- 
olentus or im. | Ent that wee ſhould offer violence 


went. ues {ett vpon him(ifit bee Jawkull tor 
very ng me fo to ſpeake) and by the force of 
is 5120000119, faith ſpoile him, and rob him of al lus 
nab, "tag | cternal treaſures(©), Thertore calling 
196.508, his church hefanh *, Ariſe wy loue, 
mum ſuiceum | my faire one, make haſt and come a- 
ſpoliare nitt- | way. Re that doth make account to 
mryepionm® | come to God, muſt make halle to 


lt auferreres' 
—_ Foro cometo God, Hee nmlt vie violence, 


& $:14m. | and FOLLOW hard,and came downe 
Am.Par,ſe.ls quicklyc with Lacheus,and for ſpec- 


f Cant.2.13, | dines, 
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dines he muſt be like a door aroec yp- 
pon the mountaines of Bether . Euen 
as thoſe beaſtes in Ezechiels did run 
& returne as lightning; So mult cuery 
one who is cnlightned with the ſpirit] 
of God FOLLOW as ({wittly as hght- 


from heaut to the carth,then he muſt 
inafte&tion mount yptfro the carth to; 
heaucn. And hike as the Iſralites were 
commaunded to eate the palle ouer 
in halt >: Semblablie all wee which 
are true {ralites muſt gird vp the 
loines of our minds, & roL Low hard, 
and runa pace, & redeeme the time, 
that both the wrath of God may paſlle 
ouer vs, andallo the mercy of God 


Oltridg:TheOltridg neuer flies with 
his wings bur onely alitle liftes vp his 
body with them-when beruns, Andin 
y pinion of cach wivg he hath a ſhar 

ſpur, wherewith he pricketh his owne 
{elf;thathe may run the faſter.So that 


| God hath giue wings vnto $ Oltridge 


not 


a, OO tt 


ning,wluch doth on ſoncr Hlath down | 


may abide with vs, For God among | 
other arguments of his wercy ſaies | 
thusi, Who hath geveu wings ro the; ; rob.z9.16 


g Ezech.1.14 


kExod,12.11 
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k Eſa,40,31 


om Mutabunt 
fortirudmem. 
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not for the Oftridge,but for vs, That 
wee might thereby learne,howe wee 
ought by all good meanes to quicken 
our dull diſpoſitions, that wee maie 
FOLLOWE hard, cuen as wee ſcethe 
Oltridge cggeth his owne ſelfe for- 
ward with the Happing of his WINgEes, 
For they that waite vppon the Lord 
| ſhall change their ſtrength,they ſhall 
lift vp therr winges,(not onehe as the 
Oltr:dge, but alto)as the Eagle: the) 
ſhall(l fay) lift vp their winges as the 
Eagle *,they ſhal run and not be faint, 
they ſhall walke and not bee wearic. 
Euen as Pindarus writeth that king 
Therons courlers were ſuch as would 
ncuer be wery of going!:lo ſhall theſc 
FOLLOW ſtill, and neuer be wearie of 
well doing. But the moſt efpeciall 
thing to be conſidered hzere 1s this, 
thatthe prophet ſays, They which 
waight vppon the Lord,ſhall change 
their ſtrength ®, Hee fates not, they 
ſhall looſe their ſtrength, that where- 
as before they were {trong,now the 

thall be weake: but,they 1hall change 
their ſtrength (inamehic, 'the vie of 


their 
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. fo Perjectt on, 


cheir Rrengrh )that whereas before the y 


{| were ſtrong, & did followhard,to ferue 


finne, now they ſhall be as ftrong, and 
ſhale oL Lovy as hard,to ſerue God." 
For God onelic it is, which can melt 


{braſſe out of allone ®, I wot well there 
[is aſtonecalled Almacraſis, which be- 
ingmolt© becommeth brafle. Buttheſe 


vw ords haue a farce more hidden mea- 
ing: .To wit, that God doth mel brafle 
ut tofa ſtone, when he taketh the heart 
of a ſinner anch } is 2s hard as a ſtone, 
and melting i it withthe holy Ghoſt and 
with hire, dooth afterward :nake it as 


tough as headle This was ſeene in the 


conuerſion of Paul, For when Paul was 
made an Apolile, then a (tone was made 
brafie, He was as hard as any ſtone, be- 
fore his con uerfign when he (ipned Ste- 
phen(9). He wasas tough as any braſſe 
afterhis conuerfion, when he did:;F 0 L- 
Lovy ſohard, tha no affliction could 
ſeparate him from the loue of Chriſt(e). 

Which thing was prophecicd of long 
before 4. Wh che Patriarch lacob fayd 

 Beniamin ſhall beas arauening w olfe;in 
he morning he ſhall deuoure the pray; 
inthe evening he ſhall dude the ſpoil. 


| 
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*Rom.6.19, 


nlobe28,2, 
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(p)Rom.8,35 


q Gen.49.27. 
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(i) Atﬀts 9.5s 


(t)Galla.1,13, 
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Paul was this Benjamin, becauſe he was 
of che tribe of Beniamin (*). Paul was 
this rauening woolfe, becauſe he brea- 
thed out threatning & ſlaughter againſt 
the Diſciples, and was cuen hs ypon 
them as a rauening wolfe (f).Paul inthe 
morning deuoured the pray, becauſe in 
the beginnin ofhis daies he waſted and 
deuoured p Church ofGod as apray{(*). 
Paul inthe eucning diuided the ſpoyle, 
vecaule inthe latter end of his dayes, he 
did 0 L Lo vy his calling hard, and di- 
uided the worde of God aright(s), of 
whichthe Pſalmiftſayes,I reioyce in thy 
word,morethen they which haue found 
a great ſpoyle. So that this is no loſle of 
rength, bur only a changeof ftrength. 
Obleſſed Beniamin! O holy Apoſtle! 
Thou haſt now chaunged thy ſtrength. 
Yeaby changing it thou haſt muchin- 
creafed ir. For thou wert nothing {o 


| Nrong before,asthou artnow, Nothing 


{o ftrong before, being a ſtone, as thou 
artnow,being braſle.Nothing ſo ſtrong 
before, being a rauening wolfe, asthou 
artnow,bcing a mecke lambe.Nothing 
 foltrong before, in the morning,as thou 


art wow, in the cucning, » Nothing fo 
| ſtrong 


EI” 
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ſtrong before , when thou diddeſt de- 
uoure the pray, as thou art now, when 
| thoudoelt diuide the ſpoyle. When no 
mpediments,no ſtumbling-blockscan 


{caand land, butthou wilt ncedest © 1- 
Lo vv bard, and runne oucr the whole 
world, todiuidethe ſpoyle amongal na- 
tions,to preach the Golpel vnto all peo- 
ple. So likewiſe Baruch was inflamed,as 
the hebrew word fignifiethb , he was(I 
ſay) inflamed, to fortific the wall of Ie- 
culalem. In mansbodie the artcries run- 
ningalong the veines,and beating vpon 
them, ſtirre vp the bloud , and keepe it 
warme,ſcaſt otherwiſe by ſtanding ſtill, 
it ſhould congeale and waxe cold(i). 


heart, there were lively and quicke me- 
tions of the holy Ghoſt, which did blow 
the coales, and (tirre vp the gift of God 


and make him toLL ovy the matter 
hard,being wholy inflamed with abur- 
ningdefre,to ſee the citic of God reſto- 


braham when the Angelscametolum!, 
made haſte to runneto histent ; and his 
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ſay chee, but thou wiltneeds compaſle| 


After the ſame manner in Baruch his 


inhim (k), which did warme his bloud, 


red againe to her former oloric, So A-| 
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wife made hafte to kneade three mea- 


| res of fine male; and his Boy tide 
| haſte to kill and dreffe a good ind ren« | 


der calte, Loe yt how 4ll are imployed 
in agodly mans houſe. Abrabam'and 


[his wife, man and"woman; Abraham 
[and his boy;olde and young ; a1] make | 
[haſte,andr 0 LL o vv hard.So Dauid did | 


 didrunnethe way of Gods commande- 
| ments, Nay, no ordinary pace would 
ferue him, buthe muſt needes dance be- 
fore the Arke, Yea his feete could-nor 
hold him,but he muſt needshaue wings 


| asadoue, O that T had wingsas x:doue 
| (ayes he)then would I flye and bee ar 


reſt (m). He wiſheth for wings,notthar 
he mightfirſtbee at reſt, and afterward 
flye,but that he might firſt flye, and af- 
terward bee atreſt, That he might firſt: 
FoLLovy hard; and flye vp with'the 
wings of faith, intothe heauen[y para- 


there, inthe tree of cternall life, O that I 


had wings, that I had wings, as a doue 


example.of Dauid, of Abraham, of Ba- 
ruch, of Paul, fight for the faith which 


———— _— 


| 


| dice,and afterward be atreſt, and ſettle |} 


| (fayesbe)then would I flie, would I flie, | 
and be atreſt. Andſomuſt we afterthe | 


S 36a wet 
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wehaue Tec eiued(7): :and firiuero enter] 
inatthe om oate(s,):and Tabour for |; 
che! meate which periſheth not (P): and 
ſtudic racnterinto reſtſ4), We mult;] 
ay,ludie;and labour; ; and ſtrive; and 
fight; andzo LLOvVY HARD, This is 
ns fourth degree to perfection 7 


Toi ching the fift le fa ayes(not belide | 


aged Irke, , bur) Tovwarp. THE, ' MARKE, | 


AT holdett,! that” amani, were better þ © 
WHID + » , 
,rungEither too {lowly or toq falt. in the | 


,way,then followe hard « out of the way. 


:For the harder. thoufollgw eſt outof the _ 


way, tf the farther thou 1 runneſt from the 


'M ARKE. "Hereupon the Apoſtle, after [ 


| follswi ing hard, addeth immediatly.To 


' ward theman! KE, Taknuaring thereby, | 


| that * to Followe is nothing ; but. the | 
{2 D x K KF isthe matter, And conſequently 
(hath ic which 1990t a Skilfiil MARK» Iman, 
' can neuerbe'a aithhu) follower. There-\ 
'fore © Wee, mult marke well, what this| 
'MARKE is, In one word it"is thecroſſe 
of Chrilt 1, For Chriſt hath ſetyp his 
9  croſſe,asa ſpell{* zOr ASA MARK, for7Sto 
aire At;as a paterne « e of all perfe&ion, as | 
an cucrlaſting is Ighe, which ſhall not be 
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raken away('). Hence 


By T3 23 I i 
would come after me, | 
FEI 3D! 

4 eroſje, and follow me. 


7 take vph 


low me, that he ma 
way by me. Fort 
Or g0 befide the id 4 
walkeſt in this way 
mus fayth, If the th 
Way which brin geth ynto life, thenſcek' 


; and th 
gin; the 7ruth,tothet 
bfe,tothemithat are petke 
to this way is the w 
eter cofirmethfaying t © 
the Lordindureth forcuer,and 
her 
'thefeby þthe only way, t 
perfedsrs, Tho, | WOT d;is the writ tenw 
T that of the Pfalmilt/a 


pri ghtin the w 
awe ofthe Lord; $ 


wouldeſt he vprigl 


- {eword Chu 
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thenthoumuft walkein 


it istharſpeaking 
d bee his diſciple, hee | 


15 croſſe, that hee may | 
tomy crofle;,.nd fol. | 
y bee directed all the 
nou can(} neuererre, | 
R&8,folong as thou | 
(), Therefore M air 


u wouldeſt finde the | 
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| courſc of his life, & eſpecially in his death 
| low ,by.walking Faichfully in the way of 


| lowthe enſample of Chriſt, but eitherin 
{ their doctrine;or in their life , extherin 


the law of the Lord, whichis the word of 
Chriſt, For the holy ſcripture is giuen by 
the inſpiration of God, to be 6, coeres' 
vnto our {teps,X a light ynto our pathes, 
that the mi of God may beabſolute,be- 
in; made perfe&tvnto al good works(Þ). 
Whertfore(to define this whole matter i11 
fexy words),we ſhall in mine opinis ſol- 
low hard toward the MaRxz,if we labour 
earnelUy in our ſeuerall vocations to ex- 
preſle the yertues of Chriſt our good: 
Lord(<),which he ſhewed forthin al the 


vpon the crofſe for ys to imitate and fol-' 


his commaundements,and ſquaring all 
our aCtions, ſpeeches,and thoughts, ac- 
cording tothe rule of his word, Euen as 
on.che contrary part , it is very cuident, 
that all they run beſide the marke, which 
do.not propound, to themſclues to fol- 


their opinions, or intheir ations, con- 
tingally ſwarue from-him, Such are , all 
Athiſtes:TemporiJers:Newters18 Hn- 
worſtes, For Athiſtes runne beſide the 
marke by goyny too muchon the lett 


(b)2, Tim. 3. 


(Cc) gow ment ic | 


x93 wac ie 

To owlngye nuwn 
yaw? i57 6078s 
Criag T4 19 aiptlic, 
Baſil.pag.s 44 - 


| 


WM E 4 hand, 


| 


your” "2. Yd - _ —__ — ——_—— — 


——_ 


—_— 


i 
a OO Iu OC - wo ww—re ww CO 


0 


56 


 TheParhway 


j 
c Luke 2, 34+ | 


19 Pſalm. 64 'S 


e Plalm,73.8.' 


f lob.21 44: ' 
| Excede piet as ' 
| /s mode tn nt * 
| /lra domo $n- 
| 944198 [waiſt s, 
| Atreius apud's \ 
SOHECLATDR 112 
Eh) efle Adtu 
CO Alt#) Ti X6042u 
Eph. 2,ver 2. 
t Ard {142 1- 
&;. MEDI. 3, 3» 


| Mi22\ſc:a Ba: 
Colon 
g: vio Vr.E1 1 
Paxrle hn + a 
| Ceri (rium 


contundii ittey.; 


”. E ' 
[7:44 £03, YJ 224 


| 114, | hey do not thake Chri't zmarketo 
|ayme a: tnatthey mayfollow him but a 
|hzne to ſhbot -ar that they may'blal- 


| God, Depart fforn'vs;for wee defite vet 
[the knowledge'of thy waie; f.; And"no[ 


[rhe world hath a kind of courſe 8which 
| Atheiſts followe.beeing paſt feeling and 
| etien ſtarke dead ity theit treſpaſſes 1d 
| finnes. 7 be fleſhe alſo bath a by-patifh, 


lued. Laitly the divell bach a micthod't: 
| der, and a left handed direftion*which 


| bringeth them to finalt confuſion, Now 
{1emporizers allo run befide the marke 


pheine hitr-<,They bend theit tongues as 
bowes,8 ſhoot out themnfarrov es euen 
bitter wordey. Theycorrnptothers, & 
[peak of wicked blaſfhemy,the.rrolving 


js againſt the'tnioſt high ©, They fayvnco 


"en, 


marueile thatthey ſpeake ſo inipioufly 
which live ſo-yngodly. Running alroge- 
ther vpon theleft] hand in the broad'way 
of 1h« world,of rhefteſh,ofthe dnt Fr. 


whereby they are 'ſeduced and -dect5-: 


which is without my methode, atitten 
order which is contrarie toallgoodor- 


by going abourin a circle. They got a- 
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bout many thinges,butbring about no-. 


ching £, They doallthivgs forthe time, | 
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bur nothing for the trueth They make 
many a period, but neuer a fullpoyntn, 
They are alwaies learninge bur: neuer 


come to knowledge-n, 'The-hedgchog | 


hathtwo holes in his fiege; orjetowarde 
the ſouth, an other toward-the north, 


Nowe when the ſouthren wind blowes, | 


he (tops vpthathole,&curteshitwnorth 
ward, Whet cthenorthretrwindblowes, 
he ops vprhathole likewiſe, andturns 
him againefonthward. Such vrchins; ate 
all temporiz14, Theybeleeuefora eime, 
as longe as the warme ſunneſhires 

otithem? Biitas ſoohe asanyforme. of 
perleciitionariſeth, by andbythoy have 
a tarting hole to hide themſelues in,they 
chaungetheirxelipion , and turneabout 
with thertime. For the hearts bfſuchnie 
are a$2 cart-whieele, and their thonghes 
are like ar6llingaxeltree 9; 'Orasatop 
which alwaiesrunnes round; andneuer 
goes forward, vnles it beewhipr y,:Or 
like a mil horſe which miakinge man 
ſteps, turnesabout, andiscontintia 


found inthefſame place (q). Orasadore' 


which riding vpon his hinges” allthe day 
long , isnener a whit neater atnipht *, 
Fo likewiſe mewters runne beſide the 
marke 
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trur,quod 71 
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[MIS 4121178 
nciprent cn 
pariter C5, ex- 
cedentem ſpec- 
tare Grieatur. 


Cyprid.de 1dol. 


| Gx2rs. 


y Num.23 25. 
(z) Quemfru- 


 piam ſcr0 que 


| 4) 1, pparn. per 


1001) *ptaNictgh hue] 
d oi H emer. 
tl:144 5. 

b Otc 7.8, 
cReucl.3 15, 


Ls 


marke by going forward and backward 
ina mazc. Theſe doe not aske of their 
fatherancgge, butaScorpion. For an 
cgge wouldteach themto goc onlyfor- 
ward, but a Scorpion doth teachthem 
to goe both forward and backward #, 
Like the barnacles, which are both fleſh 
and fifl-t, Or the Ifraclites, which ſpeak 
both Aſkdodand Hebrew u., Or Ilanus, 
which ſees borh before and behind (=): 
Or Balazm, whichdoth bock blefle and 
curſe }..Sucha Newter among the Ro- 
maines was Tullic , who could not re- 
{olue; whether he ſhould take Czars or ' 
pe5 part *.Among y Gretians was 
Tytides,whocould not determine, whe- 
therhee ſhould ioyne hunſelfe with A- 
chilles or HeQtor (*) Among the Iewes 
was the tribe of Ephraim, which was as 
a cake ypan the harthnot tumedÞ,bakte 
on the one ſide, & raw on theorher fide. 
 Amonge the Gentiles was the church of 


| Laodicea, which was neither hotte, nor 


colde ©, neither hot, becauſe it was rawe 
onthe one ſide, norcolde,becauſc it was 
bakte on the other ſide, Soit is withall 
NeWters, Their cake js dough, as wee | 
ay, and they holde of both ſides : and | 


as | 
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As ——__ with Ehud (4), they 
play wich both handes( e): and we the 
ſunne in'Ezekias time they 
forward, and backeward(F), oa g 
vp, and downe; in, and out;andyet 'in- 
deed are neitheraboue, norbeneath; ne- 
ther within, foc withour $, Panarches 
ridle was this, How a man andno man, 
cn witha fi6ne & no fone, kill abirde, 
and nobirde, fictiri; ypon atree, 'andno 
tree? Athenziusth es the anſwere (h ) 
Thatan Euduche i is the manta umeiſe 


a very] hard3iddte. You can nortell what 
't6 make ofhim. For rgoing forward and 
backward .hei: isa Chriſtianand ng Chri- 


no.man;ora pumeiſe, whichi is altone,% 
no ſtone; ora bat,which is a bird, and no 
bird; or fennel; which is 4 tree,&no tree. 
Now Hi oloridft alſo runne befi derhe' 
marke, by gaing roomuch on the & 
hand. Thetefare Dauid could wiſh 
vtzerenimic na greater harme, then Fout 
Sathan might (tanude athis right hand i. 
Sathan ſtands at a mans left hand, when 
he draweth hin by the arme intothe old 


— 


is the None: * a  batte i is the bird: enne! is| 
rhe! tree; Aﬀerthe ſame ſorrea Newter is| 


tia. Likean "Eutuchi  whichisaman,&| 
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@ Autuby 
x ra &/THlog eVove 
2) (4700 4 1 009y, 
\ Arabius apud 
| Nat. ils Com- 
| rows Myth li.. 
cap. 8. 


| aur hogting ſome walk too much on | 


|rigtithand 


the miſchicuous infection,” not only of | 


ri/ts.)FarasAtalanta ranging out on the 


way oF ha ine; rake ohchand, | 
when he pl! ethhim b jag "ints | 
the new-tound way. NE me. For | 


r: ole Cramer yh, ne lofe] 
heir game by on ne by 


thelef had ſome toomuch on the right |. 
hand. The fiſt which heel and |; 
walketogmuchon t d,arca- || 
Whey 9 latter which ouer-ſhoote | 

CT Rey walke | opt 
c bumoriſt oth which | 
Saiut, Abſtin, Ropmerifs 1h wemuſtin| 
any caſe aebeware & take heed, d;faieshe, c of| 


tares: (which are. Arheiſts)| but alſo of 
thoſebranchest! thathaue cut theſclues 
from the Lords yine TC Which; ire Hume. | 


right hadto gather vp thoſe gold apples | 
which Hippomgnes fotthenpnce threy | 
forthbefore her,did loſey y wager ſhe a 
far(®): 00 otherwiſe they: which are no 
thankefull to God forthe glorious | Ne 
& proſperitic of his =232 4 but run after | 
cue y ſlange-dexiſe diſcipline, & take | 
a oy noueltics as golden apples; 
ooh cheucrie manlers fall, (hall without 
queſtion | 


CLLR. £ LLELETSs 


: 


| 


A 


2s Temporiz#s doe * not forward and; 
backward ina maze as Newrerz do: not 
too much'onthe right hid as Humoriſts 


I doe « not any other waye belide the 


marke' biittoward the MARKE, * © 
Tohn Baptift did goe before Chriſt to 
make readie a perfect 


pope for the 
Lotd(*):Nowtheſumme of lohns prea- 


| _ wasthis, Prepare the waye of the 


Lorde, 'and make his pathtraight. So 
that they which walke in a ftraight path 


| dire&tly toward Chriſt, are a perfe& 


people forthe Lord. Thetefore we which 
would runne toward the 'M A R'Ke, muſt 
leave al Atheifme, al Gentififme,al pro- 


| phanenes, al lJewdnes on theleft hand, 


asPaul did leaue Cyprus onthe lefthand, 
when he ſayled toward Siria(®).Forthus 
touching the world Saint Baſil telleth ys, 
That we mnt forſake al thoſe worldly af- 


| fetiss, which may draw vs any way be- 


velidethe mM ARKE oftrue godlines(P). 
 Touchingthe fleſh, Maximus tellethys, 
(4)That whe our mind isperfeRtly freed 
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mil.44. 
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(t) A'erytouilec, 
Tmhymew Imre 
W532 (4h 400 TH 
OXOTOV THE @ AN- 
Grin; ice. 173 
v.6, 


(u)Tudg,20.16 


from fleſhly deſires, then it goeth on 
Rraight without any declining from the | 
MARKXE. Touching the deuill Macarius 
telleth vs, That we cannot auoidthat ga- 
ping gulfe wherein the powers of dark- 
nes are ouerwhelmed, exceptthe ſpirit 
of Chriſt be our pilotand guide ys in a 
ſtraight courſetowatd the maR xe, and 
in a richt line as it were to the haven of” 
reſt(r). Forindeede Hymeneus & Alex- 
ander wanting this gaide , made ſkip- 
wrack oftheir faith, and were ouerwhel- 


medinthe gulte of damnaris, being de- | 


livered to the deuill, that they might 
learnenottoblaſpheme(ſ).Wherupon 
Oeccumenius faith thar it asketh good 
art, and is a poynt of great cunning, for 
a manto keep the ſcope of Chriſtianity, 
and to goe right toward them ARKE of 
truth(*). And therfore as gunners winke 
with their left eye, that they may leuell 
moretryly : in ſemblable ſort wee muſt 
not beholde any yngodlines or finiſter 


dealing with oureyes,bur we muſt aime | 


directly toward Chriſt,andeither,ifir be 
poſſible hitthe 11a Rxe, or at theleaſt-' 
wiſe with thoſe lefhanded Beniamites 


come within a hayres breadth of it (v). | 


—_— 


— 


When | 
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to Perfettion. 


| WhenDiogenes ſaw abungling archer 


ſhoore, heran as faſt ashee could tothe 
MARKE, The lookers on demaunded 
what hee mentin ſo dooing? He anſwe- 
red,to make ſarethathe might not bee 
hit. For this fellow (ſaies he) meanes ne- 
uer to come ncere the M ARKE, Thus 
muſt wee doe. When vree ſceprophane 
ſtragglers, ſtarting a ſide like a broken 
bowe, androauing a great way wide on 
thelefc hand , we muſtpreſently runto 
the MARKE, That not onely wee may 
keepe ourſelues ſafe fromthe danger of 
their ill enſample, but alſo wee may giue 
ayine (as it were )to others, by our good 


| enſample,and dire them, thacthey bee 


neither wide nor ſhort ofthe manxe(%). 
Now for 7 emporizers,we know that Io- 
ſephs brethren ſtoode ſo long dallying 
and delaying,andrrifeling out the time, 
that hauing a iourney to buy corne, they 
might have returned twiſe, beforethe 

woulde goe once Y, Allo that Elizeus 
when Elias called him, went aboute the 
buſh (as we ſay) and would needes goe 
bid his father and His mother farewell, 
before hee would follow the Prophet =. 


| Pauldid notfo. Being called of God, he 
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prifola. ad 
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| 


ashe was conſtrained to doe (+ hehe a+ 


didnort ſtand rempor:zung,and circling, 
andconſulting with fleth and blood =, 
before hee woulde followe towarde the 
MA RKE;neicherdid hefetch a compaſle, 


rived at iKheginum'Þ, bur as hte came 
wiiha fraiyht courleto-Eous ©, fo here 
ſtraight waies be came to Chriſt, There 
is but one place in the whole Scripture, 
which-may ſeeme to ſerue them, which 
ſeruethe c:me. And that is, where the A- 
poltleexhortethys, not to bee (louthfull 
in ſeruice,but feruent in ſpirit, ſerui7g the 
tzme (4). They that by /eraing the r1me, 
ynderſtand, taking all opportunities to 
doe good,cxpound itneuerthelefle thus, 
That wee mult applie-our ſelues to rhe 
time, yet ſo, as incuery inclination, and 
rurning,wekeepe a ſtraighr courſe*, But 
all the fathers, Origen onely excepted, 
doe reede the place otherwiſe. Ierome 
by name ſaith moſt peremptorilie f, Let 
others reade, [ering the 11me, 1 for my 
part will reade, {ering the Lord, And 
this reading in deede is much more a- 
yreeableto the text, Sothat here is no- 
thing ſayde in defence of 1:me-{eruers, 
For they that are ſuch, ſerue not the Lord 

telus 


a Lo 


| 


—_— —_— 


. . to Perſeft1on. 


bur they ſerue their ownebellies, & with 


lefus Chnift,they are nor {oreft-ſerners, |. 


their: glauering and flattering, they fe- | 


ducethe hearts of the finaple, and leade 
them-befide the: M a RK &$: Theteioze | 


dily,piece them with /#garcheſt,or holy, 
orſuch like heauy wood : ſo we mult ad- | 
ioyne,to that a/þe,or feruee.tree; or ſuch 
otherl;j&hrmatter, whichiweare al made 
of,the {weet /ieg«r6heft ofthe holy cholt, 
thatwe may nat be vnſtcadie as arrows! 
of aſþe,nor. yet flouthfull. injer=cce, bur 
teruentin ſpirit; ſeruingthe Lord, Saint 
Awbroſt'teporteth, that the Bee being 
coftic home to her hiue,and fearing lealt 
if ſhe {hould beetaken bythe way with 
the wind, (he might perhaps be blowne 
aboutinthe ayre,counterpeizes her ſelfe 
with a litde tone, and ſo flyes [traight 
home(h). This may teach vs alſo what 
we ought to doe, We muſtnot be waue- 
ring,and carried about-with euery blaſt 
ofdodtrine (i), like areed ſhaken in the 
winde (&) : but as the Bee is balaunced 
with a little Rone, ſo we muſt bee built 
vpon the chicfe corner ſtone (1) , and 


oreunded ypon arocke(=), and eltabli- 


as fleachersto make their ſhaftes flie ic! .; 


» 'o: —_— F 4 # $ 
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(h) Apis cum 
ACTIS morus 
ſaſpetos habet 
lapsilhs ſeve 
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| S-nera,eph, 96, | | 


ſhed withgrace(®), that howfoeuer rhe 


raine fall, or thefloeds ariſe,orthe winds 
blow (»), or what times ſoeuer come, 
yet we may Ridfaſt inthe ftreete which 
1s called /t-mg br Þ, alwayes following 
Chriſt cireytowardthemaRKs. To 


| |comenow:troNewrers; they-may bee 


compatedrod weauers ſhittle'4,which, 
if it goe forward one way, preſently poes 
backwardavgaine as much another way. 
Ortoa weauerhimfelfe, ſuchan oneas 
Penelope wasxxvho would doe, and yn- 
doe,weavingthatinthe-day tinie,which 
ſhedid ynweaue in the nighr, Butcorra- 
riwiſe ſaythour Apoſtle, * ]f Ibuilda- 
gaine the things thatT haue deſtroyed, 
make my ſelfe'a tranſprefſor, As if hee 


| ſhould ſay, IfIweaue,and ynweaue,if I 


build, and deſtroy, I make ty ſelfahew- 
ter, and fo conſequently runne belide 
the 1 ARK Fornomi doth more tranſ- 
oreſſe,thenhe rhatis doubrfull, and yn- 
certaine in religion, one while-putting 
his foote forward, another while pulling 
it backwarde againe f, God ſaythto' his 
cople which cometo worſhip him in 
his temple, That he which entreth in b 
the way of che North gate, ſhall goour 


by 


— 
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by the way ofthe South gate, & heethar 
enitreth by the way of the South gate, 
(hall goe foorth by the way ofthe North 
gate, he {hall not rerurne by the way of 
the gate, wherby he came, butthey ſhall 
coe ſoorth over againſt it *, Thus the 
wiſe me which came to worſhip Chriſt, 
returned not home the ſame way they 
came,but returned hoine another way®, 
For it was behoofull that beleeuingnow 
in Chriſt , they ſhould nor, walke any 
more in the waies oftheir old conuerſa- 
tion, but that taking anzw courſe, they: 
ſhould leaue all their former errors, and 
goe forwarde continually towarde the | 
MARKE(*), Among thoſe foules, which 
are counted abominable, the Sea-mevw, 
or the Gull is one y.. Now this isvn- 
cleane becaulcit lives in bothelements, 
both inthe water, & in the earth, {wim- 
ming as a fiſh, &yetflying as abird (=), 
And certainly, thoſe wiſe men. ſhould 
haue been ſuch foules,and ſtich gulles,as 
theſe are, if they had worſhipped doth 
circumcifion , which is an earthly rudi- 
ment,and alſo Baptiſme,whichis admi- 
niftred by water,and by the holy Ghott, 
Forthe holy Ghoſt ſayth, it you bee cir- 
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(bd) r.Cor. 9.9. 
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r.Per. 5.5. 

Ez z24ubwus, 
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(e) Ephe.6.1 5 
f Mac, 2.21. 


| (2) 1,Cor. $. 
17. 


chin o.Asif heſhould ſay, If you go back- 


cumciſed, Chritt ſhall profite you no- 


| ward againeto the circumciſion of He- 
rod, hauing gon thus farre forward to 
the baptiſmeof Chriſt, you make your 


cthemARKE, The Tewes were charged 
not to weare a' garment of diuers ſorts 
as of linnen and woolen together®. Hath 
God care of oxen,and hathhe not much 
more care of preachers (Þ)? Hath God 
care of thoſe garments, wherewith our 
bodies are couered,& hath he not much 
more care of thoſe vertues wherewith 
our mindes are adorned (<)? Yes verely 
| wee mutt ſoynderſtande it, thatby the 

lewiſh law wee are all charged, not to 
runne with old clontted ſhooes vpon our 
feete 4, when our feete ſhould bee new 


{hod with the preparation of the Gol- 


pell of peace (©), not to ſow apeeceof 


new cloath into an old garment f, when 
old chings are now palt, and all thinges 
are become new (8). In one word, not 
to haue a linhe wollfie religion , or 2 
patcht moathcaten conſcience, bur to 
weare {uch a fayre cogniſance of cer- 
taintie and conſtancic ypon our coate,as 


ſelves Newrers, andſhaſneuer cometo | 


En A. ED, 


all | 
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to Perfettion, 


| on the ri ehthand,and on theleftk,Mar- 


all men may lee, that withoutany new-| 


rralitie or hypocriſie, we follow hard to- 
warde the MARKE, and ſincerely ſerue 
God, Therfore as Theſeus being guided 
by Ariadnesthreede, which ſhe tyed at 
theentrance into Dedalus labyrinth, el- 
capedalthe danger anderror of it : euen 
ſo wee mult make Chriſt the doore, by 
which we mult enter intothe 1abyrindl 
ofal our affaires,& tyeRahabs threed(Þ) 
at this entrance , and followe it all the 
way,that ſo we may bee ſafe,and goe in, 
as out, and finde paſture i, For to goe 
in andout after thisſort,is not to go for- 
ward and backward, but to go only for- 
ward, Secing,whether wee goe in by re- 
membrance of Chriſts mercies, or goe 
out by conſideration of our owne mile- 
ries, whether wee goc in by faith, or goe 
out by good works, whether we goein 
by life,or goe out by death,alwayes wee 
finde paſture, that is, heauenly comfort 
in Chriſt, alwayes wee goe forward, al- 

wayes wee follow toward them ARKE. 

Now for Jumoriſts,Saint Paul aduiſeth 


vs to puronthe armour of righteouſnes, 


cus Cxlius was fayd to hauc a good 
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\righthand, bur an ill left hand, becauſe 


nee could pleade, againft a man better, 


frhen for him.But here it is contrary. For 


theſe are armed well enough on thelefr 
hand, but they lye open to the diuell on 
the righthand, Who like a cunning fen- 
cer doth ſtrike a great deale moretierce- 
ly, at the right hande then ar the lett!, 
Therefore Dauid ſayth, The Lordeypon 
the righthand ſhall wound euca kings, 
in the day of his wrath-m, If Satan and 
atthy right hand, he ſhall wound thee: 
bur rf the Lord [ſtand ar thy right hand, 
thouſhalt wound him ; and Pruiſe his 
head, and breake the hairie ſcalpe of all 
the kings, and princes of darknefle (n). 
Wherfore cuery Chriftian muſt fay with 
the Pſalmiſt , Thane ſet God alwayes 
before me(there is them ARK = he is 
at my right hand, ſo that I ſhall not fall. 
And againe ?, Thou haſt holde me vp by 
my righthand,thou ſhalt guide me with 
thy counſel, (there istoward them AR x) 
and after that receive me to gloric. Saint 
Bernard writing to one Guidoa Cardi- 
nall of Rome in his very firſt falutation, 
wiſherh him no greater gift of God, the 


that hee might baue grace to turne, nei- 
tt ther 
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ro Perfe thn. 
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ther tothe righthand-nortojlefi9.And] 


alictle afterintheſameepifile;he reque-' 
{teth-him,tbat be would learneto know 
himfelte,and not gocbcyond his owne 
mediocritie;but be wiſeynto-ſobrictier. 
This leflon the wiſelt that euer was tea- 
cheth ys {Not to be ouer njuch iuft,nei- 
ther-to take our ſelues ouer much wiſc 


| (*). Forthat whichisto0/go0d, 1s fiarke 


naught: and he thatistob wile,is a ſtark 
foole.Becaute he is never cotented with 
the time preſent, but necds he muſt haue 


him neither, notan imperie&, nonot 2 
perfe&t,but =y 
perfe&t, Now he which willneedesbec 
more then perieR, ſhall whether he will 
or no, bee Jefſe then imperfect. He that 
{eekes to bee more wile, then hecan be, 
ſhall be foundto bee lefle wiſe; then he 
{ſhould be. And he thadtthinkes kimlelfe 
ſeene inall things,ſhalſoone ſhew him- 
ſelfe ouerſeene 11 moſt things, Becaule 
a {<lte-conceit of ſurmiſed wiſedome, 
will nor let him, come to a happie in- 
creale of truce wiſedome (v), And cer- 
taine K is that God will notreucale wil- 
dome, bur onely to ſuchras walke conti. 


2 Prater.And yet no Prater will content! 
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a Galat.2.14. 
(b)AQ. 18.18, 
P awlus T imo- 
theum (arcum- 


teplo nnmels. 
uit, cum Aqui- 
la &5 Priſcilla 
caput Cormthi 
torondi, Wil- 
fridus apud Be- 
dam. Hiſtorte. 
lib.z.cap.25. 
Fileb.12.12, 
(c) YVenure ad 
eve Wum ſum- 
ma perfett 
eft.C efar. Are- 
lateſrs.ho.p.23. 
143. Vide pre- 
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tex ali Lan 


| Lenten IulÞ-nr- 


| nes *, Wherefore though it beethy right 


|knoweſt that hee which would needes 
(2)Luk.9 54. ; 


|rhe Goſpell *, But heethat did ſhaue his 


cidit, hoſtras m. 


| head in Cenchrea(Þ), and yeelded to 


| which otherwiſe perhappes hce did not 


[be perfe& butthey which led a ſolitaric 


at any time;like ſcattered ſheeps, runne 
too much onthe right hand, out'of the 
way of peace, into the way'of preciſe- 


cyc,yet if ir offend thee, orcauſe thee to 
offend the Church of God by thy run- 
ning beſide themAaRKE, plucke' ir: out 
hardly and caſt it fromrthee y, Forthou 


forſoothin all the haſte call for fire from 
heauen(=)hadtoo hot a fpirit;andatthat 
time;wenttoo much on the right hand, 
and therefore not with a right footeto 


many other ceremones for peaceſake, 


orcatly allow,andlike of,asheexhorterh 
others to doe, ſo he did himſelfe make 
ttraight Reps forhis fecte *,and went di- 
rely roward the MARKE. To returne 
the now atthelEgth to that which ere- 
while I wasabour to ſay, It hath been 
thought in formertime that none could 


life. Hence it is that fo many writers 


both olde andnew haue fo largely dif- 


| courſed | 
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to Perfetiion. 


T3 


courſed of the perfeCtion of tharlife(c). 


Yea diuers,notonly inferiours, buteuen 


{ princes,andnot only of other countries, 


bur euen of this realmc of Eng 


land(«), 


| haue voluntarilie relinquiſhed , their 


crowne,their ſceprer,and all their royall 


| robes, and cloyltered yp themlclues in. 


Monalteries,thatthey might liue asthey 
thoight, in a more perfect (tate. And 
certes1 will not denye, but that ſuch as 
can well away with this kinde of life, 
haue many oportuniries to ſerue God, 


et late , which tenaeth towarde rhe 
MARKE. But as diuers haue liued very 
badly in Monaſteries : ſo many haue li- 
ued very bleſſedly without them. Yea 


follow Chriſt init, he may well cnough, 
according to y meaſure of grace which 
it ſhall pleaſe God to giue him, become 
a perfect man, Ler Ioſephbean example 
for ſeruants; Iacob for ſhepheards; A- 
rnos for cottagers ; Matthew for far- 
mers; Peter for fiſhers; Paul for tentnia 

kers; and fo forth in the reſt (£). Forit a 


| man 


| which wee haue not (©), and haue nor. 
many imperfections ofthe world which 
we haue (f). Yetthis isnotthe only per. 


there isno calling ſo meane,but ifaman. 
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man haue the right ARK £ alwayes be- 
fore his eyes, he may live as well in a ci- 
tie, aSinaſanRuaric hÞ,as well in a ſhop, 
avin a cell i, Sothat no one calling ſim1- 
ply ofic ſelfe, doth make a man perteR, 
but the anſiverota good conſcience to 
God(*), thatisit which maketh a man 

erfect. Briefty the poynt is this, What 
_w_ calling,{tate,or condition ſocuer 
thou artin,if ouerand beſides the plying 
of thy worldly butines,thou haue acon- 
ſcionable care cuery day to encreaſe ſp1- 


| ritually alſo,in ſuch a faith as worketh 


charitie{!),l warrant thee, feare nothing, 
thou art right enough , and doeſt goe 
Rraight towardthemARKE. The ſuper- 
ftitious pagans thought that an J]doll 
which they termed bra, kept them 
from erring out of their way ®,Bur faith 
is our /ibi{:a which will not ſuffer vs to 
wanderout ofthe way,ſo long as we do 
all thinges according to that patecrne 
which was ſhewed vs in the mount (®), 
For Chriſt with his crofſe in mount Cal- 
uarie hath gone before vs, and broken 
the ice alreadiefor vs, and left vs an ex- 
ample, that by faith wee might followe 
his eps (®). Euery one ofvs laying vnto 
in 
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io Perfebtion, 


1) 


! him with holy lob, My foore hath fol- 


lowed thy Reppes,thy way hauel kepr, 
and hauc notdeclined (P). This weſhall 
doe if we walke in the kings ye way of 
charitie (4),and keepetheroyall law of 
loue =, For werhat are Chriſtians goto- 
ward them ARxKt,not by living, butby 
louing : not with our feete, but with our 
affecttons. Neither is there any thing 
which maketh a good or a bad life, but 
a good orabad louef, Therefore hethkat 
would be perfe&, mult beerich in good 
workes, and accordiny tothe rule of E- 
uangelicall perfetion, he muſt loue,not 
onely his friends ia God,but allo his foes 
for God *, Becauſe as that is the hotteſt 
fire which warmeth the that are furthef 
off: ſo that is the moſt feruent & perfe&t 
lone which forſaketh none, though they 
bee neuer fo farre off, neither friend nor 
foe,that may beloucd butimbracerh all 
in him who neuer doth forfake vnleſſe 
he be forſaken. Now this charitic of ours 
oght to bee skatler twiſe dyed (v), 1 
meane extended , not onely rowardes 
men,but alſo towards God. Whichloue 
of God mult make vs contemne the 
world,and loath our owneſelues/*),and 
mortilic 
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mortifie all our inordinate defires, and 
keep no proprietie in any thing we haue, 
but renounce, & reſ1gne,our whole will, 
andout whole foule,tothe good will,& 


| pleaſure of God. For indeede ſo many 


times we {tep out of the way, as wee de- 
[we any thing which is not finallyrefer- 
redtotheloue ofthe Lord (y).Andther- 
foreasa cunning archer will hit,not on- 
y the white, but cucnthat very black, in 

e middeſt ofthe m ARK, which iscom- 
monly made in the forme of a heart*; 
ſemblably a ſincere louer of God, muſt 
neuer leaue darting, and ſhooting vp to 
God his molt paisionate and piercing 
defires *,till he hath hitthemaRxE (a), 
and with his wounded heart hath alſo 
wounded Gods hart,that the Lord may 
mercifully , and louingly confeſſe vnto 
him and {ay, Thou haſt wounded my 
heart,my filter, my ſpouſe (Þ ), But now 
as inourcharitie tomen wee mult loue, 
not onely our friends, but allo our foes ; 
{o in our charitie toGod, wee muſt loue 


the Lord, not onely when hee ſheweth| 


{eniible fignes of familiaritie and fruour 
toward vs, but alſo when he ſcemeth to 


frowne as it were, and to bee offended } 


with, 
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to PerfeFtion, 
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withvs. Dauid fayth in one Plalme<, 
Trouble and heauines haue found me: 
but in another Pſalme 4, I have founde 
trouble and heauines. Betweene theſe 
two ſpeeches there isa great difference. 
Fortrouble and heauines may find him, 
which rupnethinto a corner,and hideth 
himſelfe, and would not be found by af- 
Aidtion. But hee findes trouble and hea- 
uines, who when itis in his owne free 
choyce whether he will bce affliRted or 
no, willingly with Moſes chuſeth to ſuf- 
fer affliction (©), and loueth the Lorde 
moſt ofall, when he laycthſomefatherly 
chaſtiſement,and correQtion vpon him. 
Knovring that,as Chrift was conſecra- 
ted and perfccied by afflitions f: ſono- 
thing doth more perfect a Chriſtian,and 
make him fine golde indeede (asS. Paul 
alſo in the very next verſe almoſt before 
my text declarerh ) then the fellowſhip 
of his affiictions,andto be made confor- 
mable vnto his death 8. For the {weete 
lambe of God was in ſuch an extreame 
avonie, and anguiſh, and diftreſſe, and 
defolation of ſpirit,that his bleſſed body 
was bathcd all over a ſweat of blond. 
Toteach vs, that though we haue ſuffe- 
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red yery much alreadie for the loue of 
| Chritt, yer if we be not content to ſuffer 
athouſand times more, andeuen to en- 
dure martyrdome,andto ſweatea blou- 
die fixeate tor his ſake, wee are not of his | 
bodie( Þ), But on the other frae;thatthis 
is tac hic{t perteCtion thatcan be in this 
lie, not onely in profperitic, bur alſo in 
the greateſt aduerſiry tc bleſie God, and 
if tt pleaſe him for our further triall to 
take away from vs all comforts, both 
outward, and iwward, yea and to bring 
vs,in a manner,tothe very poynt of defe 
peratis, yet euen then, then alfo to ſhew 
an inuinciblefaith,8 onely forthe pure, 


| and perfect loue which wee beare to- 


warde his maicſtic, to wreſtle withihc 
whole worlde, and to fight manſully a- 
oain{t the powers of hell ir ſelfe, at2d to 
braucir our, andtriumph ouer all tribu- 
latios,cachone of vs ſaying withTob(*), 
Though hee kill me, though he kill me, 
yet will I Jouc him, and put mytruſt in 
him ; and with Chriſt (k ), Father, father, | 
O:mylouingfarher, if it bee poſſible,let 

this cuppe paſſe trom me, veuerthelefſe 
not my will,not my will, but thy will be 
fultiled, This is indeede to follow hard 


towara 


ht 
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towardthemARKE, This is the fift de = 
orceto perfection, 


Touching the fixt he ſayes (not for a- 
ny other prize,but)FOR THE PRIZE 
OF THE NMIGH CALLING OF 
GOD IN--CHRIST. IESVS. A man 
wereas goodſ{hoote at no marke (2), as 
at a wrong. tnarke, Anda man were as 
good venter for no PR'12zE(Þ) as fora 
wrong PR1ZE, For kethatſutfreth mar- 
tyrdome, (which, as I ſayd. even now, is 
the hipheſttoppe of perteCtion, that any 
mortail creature can reach to inthis life) 
he,I ſay, that ſuffereth martyrdome, to 
this intenc,to hauc his reliques honoured 
otall men,oris willing any other way to 
haue his blond ſhed, to thisend, to make 
himfſelfe famous in the world, followeth 
hard(I graunt)towardthe marke,yet he 
followeth norfor this perfeR yrIZE, but 
tor popular praiſe(<). And therefore all 
that hee ſuffererh, dooth rather torment 
hin for his bypocrifie, then crowne him 
for hisvictorie; Wherefore it will not be 
amiſle to conſider, what ought tobe thc 
chicteſt ehdof all our aRtions,and what 
isthe preatelt felicitiethatman may at- 
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(c)Rom.,r. 22. 


taine by following hard rowatde the 
marke, which the Apoſtle here calleth, 
THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALI- 
LING 'OF GOD IN CHRIST IE- 
$ vs. Varro reporteth, that the auncient 
Philoſophers Hows held & maintained, 
two hundred threeſcore and eight ſeue- 
rall opinions, concerning felicitie 4. No 
marucilethen thovgh Athens,& Rome, 
andall the braue and gallant wits in the 
worlde, could neuer attaine tothe true 


knowledge of perfect bleflednes. For 


following ſo many , they could neuer| 
finde ay, but vanifthing away i 1 their 


own ſmoky c6ceits, when they thought 
themſelues wiſe men they prouedinthe 
endrobevery fooles(<), Secing this is 
the greateſt folly thatcan be,anda mile» 
rie ofall miſerics, for a man but once to 


dreame of ſo diuers and ſocontrariefe- | 


licities. I willtouch but a few of them at 
thistime, And that very briefly. Some 
therefore define perteCt happines4to bee 


an ation of the mide. accordixg to ver- 


te, in aperfett tife, But by.this perfect | 


life, they vnderftande this preſent life. 
Wheras the ApoſiJc auoucherh, that the 
ſeruants of God haue their fruite inrigh- 
reouſnes, | 


th. dt. ee et. tet. Mt th. 


DR 4 


— 


ro Perfeb?r Mn. 
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ceouſnes, and theirend cuerlalling lite £, 
T herfore as cuerlalting death isthe grea- 
teſt muſerie : ſo euerlalting life: is the 
reateſt felicitie. Which euerl#fling life, 
being the pertect life, isnotthis preſent 
lfe,nor in rnis preſent life: but the hte to 
come,and in thelite to come.Thisi is,2nd 
then is, eaerlaiting life, Ochers efteeme 
worldly honour to bee perfect happines. 
But Hilary cotrariwiſeafhrmeth 8, Thar | 5 


dize ofthe divell, not the prize of per- 
fection. And Eucherius alſo ſayth, That 


of the world b, which Chriſt did teach 
vs tocoteinne,and tread ynder our fete, 
when hee himſelfe-did walke vpon the 
water(i).For ſothe very heathenith Ro- 
mans did, They had for the difference of 


their nobilitie, alittle ornament in the 


vpotheirſhoocs(*), Whar did they but 
thinke a! worldly honourvyery mutable, 
whenthey did repreſent it in the forme 
of a moone ? Fr whar did they but 
tread it ynder theirfcere, when they did 
weare it ypon thcir ihooes? Now wee 
chat are Chriſijans ſee, and ougunt to lee, 

Cy O 


19 
4 


al the honor ofthe world, is the marchi- 


the bonours of the world, are the waues 


forune ofa moone, winch they did weare | 


t Rom.6.22, 
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m 1.Cor,6.12, 


(n) Machome- 
tres credit 
beatitmainem 
conſiſtere m C4- 
bo, potu,C9 de- 
lectatromnibus”' 
corporalth us, 
lobannes Ga- 
lenſis Anglus. 


C5. 
(0) Nikhil alind 
putant effe Vi- 
farm mi Ve{- 
cen: £5 po» 
ence ticent'- 


i io, Aeerrere 
brofa. relis . 


{de erig..Mach ly they may cate tolive, For the PFi7.C of 


| perie&t happines. And certainly, if wee 


| «2723 Fri micus 112 


our calling betterthen they. How that 
not many wiſe men according to the| 
fleſh, not many mightie, not many no- 
ble,are called. Butthat we mult as well | 
by difhonour 1, as by honour enter into | 
erernall plorie.. Some others jimagine| 
that carnall pleaſare 15 perfe&t happines. 
But what fayth the Apoſtle? <4 rates 
for the belly, and the belly for meates,but | 
.God will deftroy, both it, and them m, 
e Meates for the belize, That is true.We 
doe eate, to live. end the bellie for 
' meates, Thatis falſe, Wee doe nor hue, 
toeate. Therefore God will deftroy,beth | 
it, and them, Both the bellie, and the 
meates of all Epicures, Becauſe they 
think their bellicis made for meates(n), 
whereas indeede only meates are made 
fortheir bellie, Becauſe they thinkethey.| 


may liveto cate (®), whereas indeedon- 


—_— 


ourhye calling isnot meate ordrinke(or 
any carnal pleaſure) but righteouſneſſe 
and peace, and icy in che holy Ghoſt, O- 
taers account tranſitoric riches to bee 


vic ourriches well, as diuers worthje ci- 
tizcs of this citic have done,tothe main- 
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renance of leaming, to the building of | 


Hoſpitals; andto ſuch other good pur- 


poſes, then riches(I graunt )are a great 


{ helpe toa vertuous minde,and a ſpecial! 


furtherance ty felicicie, Orherwiſe that 
complaint of Saluianus may take place 
euen in theſe ourtimecs (P }; Our times 
are{o miſerable (ſayih hee) ehat now a+ 


daiesno man isthought tobe more hap- | 
ie,then he that is knowne to bee moſt 


wealthie,>"And that allo of Innocens' 
tius(4);Fiefor ſhame{faythihe) riow a- 
dayesanmn' 1s Heewal erecading to 
hismoney, whereas rather the mon 
ſhould bee eſteemed according to the 
man. Euery one is reputed Worrkieif he 
be wealthie, and'naught if he berieedie; 
whereas rathereuery one ſhoulk{ bee re- 
puted ycalthie if he be worthie,andnee- 
die if heebee naught, For queſtionleſle 
riches of themſelues doe encumber and 
entangle the mind,cuen as an Apeistied 
andredderedrohis clogge, Weereade 
according tothe Greek tranflation, that 
Abraham was very rich, 'But there js a 
Latintranflation, which faithjtaat Abra- 
ham was very heauie. Andtheoriginall 
Hebrew * indifferently beareth both. 
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Which proueth, that riches are a heauie' 


burthen,and doe many times hinder the 
very much,which would attaine to bleſ- 
fedneſſe. Yeaif thou ſer thy heart vpon. 
| them, they will likewiſe ſet themſelues 
1 »- | ypon thy no and lye fo heauily vpon 

; thy hearr,that they will prefle, and waye 
thee downe with thy heart into hell. | 
} Therefore diuers holy men and women 
| heretofore haue voluntarily abandoned, 
their wealth, and preferred ponertie be- 
fore it, that they might the ſooner and. 
the eaſter come to perfection. Foras it 
is harde for a periwincle in the ſevto 
ſwimme, or for aſnayle yponthelandto 
creepe, while they beare therr houſes vps 
({)Demiper- | their backes (1): euen ſoit js hard for a 
44, rich man that truſtethinhis riches, with 
al his bigge bunches of wealth vpon his 
eMar.10:25. |backe,to go throughthe needelseye(*), 
| and to enter into the kingdome.of heake, 
Whereforc we mult follow hard roward 
the marke (:not for any ation i this 
ife,but) for exerl1it ing life: (not for a- 
ny worldly b9:0ur, but) for eternal gle 
716: (notjfor any carnall pleaſure, but) 
for toy #i,7e, poly Ghoſt : (not forany 
tranſitorie 2xea/are,but(for ihe kingdem 


| PU | of | 
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of heaxen : (not forany other prize,but) | 
FOR THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH 
CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST 
IESVS. | 

This exerla#Fing life, isthe oncly per- 
feft bfe,becauſe itis THE PRI 2 E:this 
eternall glorie is the only hye honour, 
becauſe it is OF THE HIGH CAL- 
LING: this toy in the holy Ghoſt is the 
onely godly pleaſure, becauſe it is oF 
GOD: this kingdome of heauen , is the 


CHRIST IESVS. This{1 fay) this exer- 
lating life, is the onely perfett life, be- 
cauſeit is the pRIzE. Which maketh the 
marchant-venturer, that gers ir, moſt 
abſolutely bleſſed. Asthe PRImif ſaithu, 
ſpeaking of another, Bleſſed art thou, 


For thou ſhalt cate the labour. of thy 
hands, O Well art thou, and happie ſhalt 
thu be) O wellart thou) For thou haſt 
feared God,and walked in his waics; for 
thou haſt followed hard , rowarde the 
marke, And happie ſnalt thou be! for 
thou ſhalt eate the labour of thy hands; 


for thou ſhalt haue, by the gracious gift 


CN 


onelychriſtian rreaſure, becauſe it is 18| 


thatfeareſt God;8& walkelt in his waies. | 


ou God,encrlafting bfe,the onely per= 
G 
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x 2. Tim. 4.3, 
Rom,6.22, 
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(y) E'unAg07 
Mioalay ie e 

| wars He 73 away 

| Tas ina #Octh,x; 
0444S Gund Hr, 

{ Cyrsl. Hieroſe 
f5.Sawy.is, 
(z) Luk. 14.8, 
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feit ifje;THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH 
CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST 
IESvS. Asche Apoſile ſayth », ſpeaking 
of himſelfe, I haue finiſhed my courle, I 
haue kept the faith, There1s hencetorth 
layd yp for me the crowne of righteoul- 
nes. well art thou,and happy ſhalt thou 
be) O w2ll art thou! For thou haſt fini- 
ſhed thy courſe, and kept the faith; for 
thou bat followed hard ; rowarde the 
marke. And happie ſhalt thou. bee! fot 
there is hence-forth Iayd vp forthee, the 
crowne of rightcouſneſle ; for there is 
hence-forth layd vp for thee exerlajt ing 
life, the onely perfet? hfe,T ms PRIZE 
OF THE HIGH CALLING OF GOn| 
IN CHRIST IESVS. This eternall glo-} 
rie Is theonly high honour, becauſe it i5| 
OF THE HIGH CALLING:For all of} 
the viſible Church, hauea caLLiNG. 
Secingthe Churchis norhingels,but the | 
companie of them which are called (7).] 
Yetalthar arecalled, are not worthie of | 
this CALLING. Seeing many make ex- 
cuſes.and will not come, when they are 
called (=).1herefore Saint Peterpraieth 


for the diſperſed Iewes ®, That the God| 


| 


SHFRIIS. | 


of all grace, Which hath called-them to | 
EIrve his | 
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to Perfeftion, 8 | 


his eternal glorie would make them per | 
fe&t,confirme, ſtrengthen, andeRabliſh 
them therein, And Saint Paul likewiſe | 
prayeth for the Theſlalonians Þ, That | þ z.TheC1.14, 
God would make them worthie of his 
CALLING (toeternall glorie) and per- 
fect allthe good pleaſure of his goodnes, 
land the worke of faith in them. Wherc- 
by welecthattheyarethe only worthies 
of the world, which are ſo happie, asto (©) Ebveier 
haue this 1G 4 honour, anddignitie(©) | non crows 
, gol ( ) Dignitatemn. 
iven them, to bee called the ſonnes of | Bez.s.lo.1.12. 
God. Which was prefigured in theſee- 
| ling of the temple. Where were grauen 
palme-treesand chaynes4. The palme- 
|treeISHIG H, the chayne is CALLING. | 
| The palm-treechaine,thentG n cal- 
| L1N G, For God the father by his effec- 
tuallc aL LI1NG,asby aſtrong chaine <, | <lohn 6.44. 
[ doth draw his children to Chriſt, And 
| then ſtanding before the Lambe, they 
{hold palmes in their hands f, which are | fReucl,7 9. 
the enſignesof their honour, Sorhat be- | 
ing drawnevptothen 16GH palme-tree: 
by the c 4LLING chaine,they are made 
partakers of eterw.4l glorie,the only high 
{ honour, THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH! 
|CALLING OF GOD IN CURIST 
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| 1ESVS, This soy an the holy Ghoſt is the 
 onely godly pleaſure , becauſe it is OF 
G OD. Indeede ſometimes cucn in this 
life we haue ataſte (f) (as it were) of this 
toy, As the Ifraclites had a taſte of the 
grapes and other pleaſures of Canaan 
before they came thither (s), But wee 
cannot enioy the full Fvition of it vntill 
wee come to the preſence OF GOD. 
Therefore David ſayth ®, In thy preſence 
is the fulnes of zcy, and atthy right hand 
are pleaſures for cuerwore, And againe, 
They ſhall be fatisfhed withthe farneſle 
ofthy houſe, and thou ſhalt give them 
drinke out of the river ofthy pleaſures |, 
For this fatneſle of the houſe os 6G oÞD 
1s that imeate, and this riuverof the plea» 
ures OF GOD, isthat drink, which ſhal 
perteCtly ſatisfie, & fill our hearts with 
10y tn te izoly Gheſt, When the Lorde 
ſhall ſay to cueryone of vs, Enterthou 
into thy Lords !&y k, Not, Let thy Lords 
roy enter into thee, For it isſo great, that 
it can cnter intothee, thy heart cannot 
holde it1. Bur, Enter thou into the Lords 
105, Forthou ſhalt euen bathe thy ſelfein 
blefſednes, and ſwimmein the bottom- 


| | GOD, 


les fireame of the ſweete pleaſure .0F | 
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560 ,aS alittle fiſh taketh his 
che :;2e Ocean ſea. And loo 


»4 
3 


v3 raves in 


ehouy he 


P2med Cl:tor mes fons, Will neuer after- 
warce drinke any wine(1) : ia like ſorte 
when thou halt once taſted this pure 
chrifiall water of life, thou ſhalt never a- 
ny more reliſh tie wine of the worlde, 
but be perfeRtly delighted with oy in the 
holy Ghoſt the only godly pleaſure, TH 
PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING 
OF GOD IN CHRIST IESVS, This 
kengdome of heauer is the only chriſtian 
treaſure becauſe it iS IN CHRIST 1E- 
SVs. For all rreaſarcs which are layd vp 
inearth may bee ſtollen withthceues, or 
corrupted with cankers(*\.Burt this r7ea- 
ſure is an enduring fubſtance(® ) hoor- 
ded vp in heaxcn, where neither theefe 
ftealeth,norcaker corrupteth (2). Ther- 
fore the kingdowe of heauen is likened to 
a treaſure hiddea in the field (4), And 
the field is CHRIST 1Esvs(F),in wh6 
are hidden all the /72a/ares of wiſedome 
and knowledge (£), Oblefledthen, O 
bleſſed isthe man that findeth this wiſe- 
dome, and the man thar gerteth this 
knowledge ©. Becauſethe marchandize 


thereof! 


tar hath once tafled of the fountaine | 
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eff ſpetunca 
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gram gut bibes 
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(a) Philip.3.8, 


b EpheC. 1.14, 
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theraf is betterthen ſiluer,and the gaine 
thercof is betterthen gold (u).It is more 
pretiousthen pearles, and al thingsthat 
thou can(t defireare not to bee compa- 
red vnto it (*), Yea doubtles{laies one) 
I thinke all things bur lofle for the excel- 
lent knowledge ſake of CHRIST IE- 
Svs my Lorde, O wiſe! O worthie! O 
holy |! O heauenly marchant ! Here is a 
tranke chapman indeede, which prizetn 
the kingdom of heauen according tothe 
right worth and true yalue of it. Know- 
ing that this Coritian treaſure was 
bought and purchaſed for him,not with 
corruptible things, as filuer, or gold, or 
ſuchlke, but with the moſt deare , and 
| pretious bloud of Chriſt (7). Forwhom 
(ayes he )l haue countedallthingslofle, 


may gayne Chriſt (2),.For CHRIST I1E- 
$vs onely is the wiſedome of bts father ; 
and by him only we come to the hnow- 
l:dze of God, He is the weſedome of has 


father, becauſe hee doth giue ys grace in 


ceiue the carne(t of our inkeeicance b: 
By him wee come to the knowledge of | 


and doe iudge them to be doung thatl | 


this life, that we may be wiſevntofalua- | 
tion, and ſee the father by faith, and re- | 
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God, 
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| God,becauſe he will giue vs gloricin the 
life to come, that we may know, as wee 
areknowne, and beholde God face to 
face, and receiue, not onely the carneſt- 
penie, or the pledge-penic, but alſo the 
prize-penie, of the pofſeſſon-penie of 
| perfection ©, Sothat CHRIST IESYS 
is,the Alpha,and the Omega, the begin- 
ner, and the ender of our perfetion (4), 
the author, andthe finiſher of our faith ; 
who for the ivy which was ſtr before him; 
endured the croſſe, and deffiſed the 
ſhame; and 1; ſet at the right hand of the 
throne of God ©, He is'the authonr, and 
fineſher of or faith, that is, our forerun- 
ner (f),and marke:who,for the toy which 
| was ſet before him ; that is, for the king- 
dome of heauen,the only chriitiantrea- 
ſure, THE IRIZE OF THE HIGH 
CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST 
IESV $: enduredthe crofſe, and deſpiſed 
the ſhame; that's againe, followed hard, 
towardthe market and is ſet at the right 
hand of the throne of God ; that's againe, 
and is now poſlefled of the kingdome of 
heauen,the only ch1i5tan treaſure,THE 
PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING 
OF GOD IN CHRIST IESvSs. Loc 
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ye,loe ye, whether we are now come. SO 
hye that we can goe no hyer.Namely,to 
che right hand of the throne of God. 
Whichis, exerlasting life : eternall plo. 
rie : 20y inthe boly Ghoſt : the king aome 
of heauen-; THE ' PRIZE: OF THE HIGH 
CALLING : OF GOD;.IN CHRIST IESVS, 
Forthisrichthrone of God,is that yuory 
throne of Salomon, whereof 1 ſpake in 
the beginning. Which is the onely per- 
fe Life: the only high honour: rhe only 
godly pleaſare : the only chriſtian ryea- 
ſare;THE PRIZE: OF THE HIGH 
CALLING: OF 'GOD!EN CHRIST| 
IESVS, Thisis the fixt,and laſt degreeto | 
perfection. 


Now then, my deare brethren, let vs 
heare,if it pleaſe you, pauſe a while, and 
ſeriouſly confider how Chriſt prayed for | 
his choſen, thatthey might be inadeper-= 
fect in one 3. Thatthey might bend the 
whole forces of all their actions and af- 
tections tothis oxe thing,namely,tothe 
artayning ofperfe& blet{ednes,or(ifyou 
bad rather ſo call it)of bleſſed perfechis, 
And therfore-rorGETting that which is | 
behind, | 


to Perfettion. 
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behind; and leauing the doftrine of the 
beginning of Chritt b; ler'ys Expevovr 
our ſcluesro that which is before, and be 
ledon forward vnto perteRtion. Yealet: 
vs F 0 EL 0vy hard, and runne with pa- 
ticcethe racethat isſer before ys i; look- 

ing ynto {elus, whois ourMARK E, and 
hath given. vs an example &, Thateueric 
one of ys might ſay vmo him with good 
Daiid , ] have applyed my hearttoful- 
fill thy atutes 1, for tne erertial recom- 
| pence ofreward; for the pR12zE of the 
high cailing of God in Chriſt Tefus. 
Tell me(beloued) Ibeſeech you, it will 
bee nopreat trouble to you,as truſt it 
| will not, tell me, I pray. you, wherefore 
fayes the:fame Dauid = , ſpeaking to 
God; knit my heart vnco thee, that I 
may feare thy name, but onely toteach 
vs,that, vvT ONE THING, is the firft 
degree to perfection ? For whereas wee 
viually reade it, O knit my heart vnto 
thee,that I may fearethy name,the Chal- 
dee unrRe and S. Terome tranſlate 
ir,O make my heart but onely oxe heart, 
| thatI may feare thy name. So that a mi 
cannot any way, ſo muchas enter into 
| the feare of Gods name, which isthe be-) 
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FenefFra ditt- 
tur Zohar, 
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$4.12. Shema- 
ſhah ,quia ſo. 
trum ſolem m- 
tromiutn, 


beart be made one init ſelfe.,and one in 
God,that he may principally minde but 
oNntthing, Almightie God concerning 
the Eaſt gate of the temple fayth thus , 
This gate ſhall be ſhut, and fhallnot be 


opened,and no man {hal enter by it,be- 
though the heart ofa Chriſtian , Which is 


yetit muſt keepe the Eaſt gate, the moſt 
illuminate and higheſt power and part 
of it, continually ſhut againſt allmen, 
yea againit all the worlde, and opened 


lightened it with his ſpirit, That asarthe 
window of Noahs arke, there entredin, 


thing onely, which is light ® : ſo at this 


Eaſt gate,no miſt of humane errors, no. 
waterof worldly cares may enterin; but | | 
onely the light of heauen, and a ſanCti- | * 


fied defire,to bee falt knit,and perfectly 


God 


M—— 


cauſethe Lord God of I{racthath entred | 
by it ». Here-through ſignilying,that al- || 


ginming of all perteQtion, except firlt his 


the temple of the holy Ghoſt, may let | | 
many things enter into it at other gates, | 


onelyto oXE thing, I meane to God, | 
who hathalreadie entred into it, and en- | 


A. 


—c 


nomiſt,no — els, but oxE| 


vnited,by faith and loue to God, Hence] | 
itis that Moſes, comming to talke with| | 


to Perfeftion, 
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manded to bring no man with him, but 
cocome vp hinelfealone p, Naymore- 
over being vpon the mountaine alone, 
he- was couered and compaſſed about 
with a thicke clowde, which made him 
feare the name ofthe Lord, and hooded 
him, as [ mayſay, in ſuch fort, that hee 
could lee nothing, but oxE thing, which 
was God, And therefore the Pſalmiſt 


when he was vpon the mountaihe:: O 
make my neart like the window of No-. 
ahs arke,and the Eaſt gate ofthe temiple: 
O makemyheart but onely © xx heart, 
onein it ſelfeand one in thee: Oknit my 
heart vnto rhee , that I may feore thy 
name. Tell me, wherefore ſayes Chiift 4, 


—Y 


teachvs, that 1 FORGET THAT 'VvHtCH 
IS BEHIND, is the ſecond degree to per- 
fetion ? For ſceing Chriſt is now riſen 
aoaine, and aſcended vp into heauen, 
which is the high tower of Lebanon, 
therefore wee which are the Saints of 


+» - 


LE 


— 


| heathen , which haue noſes and ſinell 


God vpon the mountaine , was com- | 


ſairh,O make my heart like Moſesheart, | 


ſpeaking to his ſpouſe, Thy nole is like | 


the tower of Lebanon }, but onely to.| 


| God,mult not bee like the Idols of the | 


p Exod. 24.18, 
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| if he chance tolap waterin ſome brook 


knees like an oxe, cannor poſſibly goe 
|forwarde while hee drinketh, But hee 


anEg 


| 


wer of Lebanon*,whichxorGtTring all 
earthly things and leauing them behind, 
mult imell and ſecke thoſethings which 
areaboue, God appoynted Gedeon to 
ailmiſle all thoſe of his armie which bo- 
wed.downe their knees to drinke,and to 
reraine oncly thoſe which lapped water 
out ot their hands,as a dogge lappeth *, 
Becauſe hee which drinketh vpon his 


which with ſome of the Polonians (£), 
or with that dogge Diogenes *), lap- 
peth waterour of his hands,may neuecr- 
theleſſe goe forward while he lippeth,as 
yptian dogge doth, while he lap- 


» 


peth the water of Nilus (*). And like as 


his going fo well (v), that though hee | 
haue runne ouer yery many fields , and: 
through a thouſand thickets alreadie, 
yet hce neuer remembreth any labour 
which is behind, but FoRGETteth it; and 


by.che way (*), yet cuen while hee 1a 
pethhelifterh yp his head,and {ill goeth 
on,and plieth him forwardto his gaine: 


{o 


—_— 
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mt. —d__ 


—_ 
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teRion. Secing Chriſt hachnow ſprink- 
led all the way berwcene heauen and 
carth with hisbloud , and ſo hath made 
ic afreſhandaliuing ways, therfore we 
which haue nofes like the tower of Le- 
banon, mult as bloud-hounids trace bim 
bythe foore,8& run afterhiminthe ſmell 
ofthis oyntments(* ),andhunt hotly vp6 
this freſh & liuing way,witha freſh and 
liuely faith:& though we haue gone vety 
farre,& done athouſand good deeds al- 
readie,yet we muſt alwayes FORGET that 
whichis behind,til we laue gorte, if not 
thechildrens bread, yer,at the leaſtwiſe, 
ſome lirtlecrum of mercy,that falsfrom 
our maſters table, ſome little droppe of 


bloud, that falles from our Lordes fide, 


| which ſhall aſſureyou bee ſufficient, to 


make ys perfect men in Chriſt. Tell me, 
wherefore was the altar of pertume ſet 
within the Sanctuary 2,but only toteach 
vs,that AND ENDEVOVR MY SELFE 
TO THAT VVHICH 1IS 'BEFORE, 18 
thethird degree to perfection? Foreuen 
as that altar of perfume was placed, not 
in any common roome, or in any odde 
corner ofthe tabernacle,but in the Sanc- 


H tuary 


ſo mult wee doe in this purluire of per- | 
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| and by remoued theirtents from thece, 


(\) Fiero» y, 
Ev, ad Fairm- 
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euary itſelf, ſomewhatbeyond the vaile, 
cloſe to the;golden cenſer(Þ)yery neere 
the mercie leate : ſo a Chriſtian heart 
which is aſpirituall altar of perfume and 
of a {weete ſauourto God (<), muſt dai- 
ly ENDEYOYVRit ſelfe to that which is 
before,and ſtill more and more aſpire to 
heauenly things(4), and alwayes neerer 
and neererapproach yvnto the throne of 
orace, and continually hier and hier ad- 
uance it felle to him thar is the higheſt 
and holieſt ofall. Tellme wherefore did 
the 1ſraclites, when they had pitched in 
Mithkah, remoue their tents fom thece 
and pitch in Chaſhmonah ©, but onely 
ro teach vs, that AND FOLLOVV HARD 15S 
thefourth degree to perfection ? For c- 
uen as they, as ſoone as they had pitched 
in Mithkah,wnich fipnifies ſweetnes, by 


and pitched in Chaſhmonah, which ſig- 
nifies{wiftnes:ſo we muſt ioyne, Mith- 
kah and Chaſhmonah , ſweetnes and 
{wiftnes both together (f), and asſoone 
as we hauepitched in Mithkah,as ſoone 
as we hauetaſtedand ſeene how ſweete 
the Lord is, preſently wee muſt remoue 
our tents fr6thence,and pitchin Thaſh- 


monah, 


_ th 
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| muſt growe and goe on Qiillrowardthe 


| Gveete taſte of pleaſant proſperitie, but 
| alſo when wee: beare the: red colour of 


| akindeof conformitic and perfe& peace 


| poyur yp altogether with the finger of 
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menah, preſently. wee mult.x 0 110.yy 
HARD,and runne,notonly{weetly, but 
alſo ſwiftly, in this way. of peace which 
leadeth ynto lite. Tellme, wherforc ſaies 
Chriſtagaine 8, ſpeakingof the praiſe of 
his ſpouſe, Thyplants areas an. orchard 
of pomegranates, but onely to teach ys, 
that TOVVARD THE MARKE,1s the fift de- 
greeto perteCtion? For a pomegranate 
bath .many graynes within him in his 
caſe, & alittle round circle ora crowne 
without him vpon hishead. Now theſe 
graynesbeing {weete in taſte and redin 
colour, are orderly ſet one by another, 
and poynt "p,or asit were looke vp, al- 
rogethertothe crown. To intimatethus 
much,that wee which are plants of the 
Church,as an orchard of pomegranates, 


MARKE, not onely when weeenioy the 


bloudie perſecution(®):and coſenting in 
and ynitic one with another, wee muſt 


faith to Chriſt, and looke vp continually 


withthe eye of loue to our head, who 


5 
g Cant,4.13. | 


-(h) Meminit 
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obleFtent, £5 
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TAPHIS, 
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| crowned with honour and glorie, Inthe 
f arke ofthe conenant there was ; the gol- 
| den pot that had Manna ; and Aarons 
| Yod that had budded; and thetables of 


[the teſtament; and the propitiatorie or 


| granate,and the covering of the arke:the 
| crowne vpon thathead,and the crowne 
| 2bour this covering, To infinuate thus 


| of pymeeranates; muſt alſo bee likethe 


by.being Er{t croſſed is now cometo be 


couering; and a crowne of gold round 
about it *. O how notably and maruei- 
louſly do thelerhings ſort and agreeto - 
'cerher! The pomegranate andthe arke ; 
the ſweetetalte, and thepot of Manna: 
The 'red colour, -and the rod of Aaron: 
the order ofthe yraynes, and the tables 


'ofthereſtament : the head ofthe pome- 


much;that we which are like an orchard 


arke of the covenant, bein og builded and 
reared vp (ill roward the 1arxe,not on- 
It hen our Lorde feedeth vs with the 
{weere manna of his mercie, but alſo 
\i hen he affii8teth vs with the ſharpe rod 
of his correGion : and alwayes keeping 


commandements of perteRloueto God 
ndto our neighbour (&), that by faith 


the tables oftheteſtament,which arethe 


in 


fo Perfettion. 


in Chritt, who is the covering and the 
propitiation for our hnnes, we may ob- 
taine the golden crowne of life, King 
Darius vpon a time by chance opening 
a great pomegranate,and being deman- | 
ded of what hce would wiſts to haue as 
many as. there were graynes in that 
| pomegranate? anſwered in one word, | 
of Zopyruſles (2). Now Zopyrus was a | 
right noble and a valiant kuight, who 
ſecing the king hismaſicr could bardly [xt 4:2 

ſurprize Babylon, where the trayteroysþ 72 
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Aſlyrians were entrenched, bethought feapdagron'y. 
himſelfe of a wonderful ftran oe vractile, 
He went home to, his owne houſe; and 
cauſed his ſeruants torent his whole bg- 
dic all over with ſcourginghim,and to 
cut off his oſe,bislips,and his eares(Þ), 
Then ſtraightwaicsrunning to Babylon, 
he made . Aſlyrians beleeve that Da» 
riushad.mifuſed form in this ſort, becauſe: 
he had ſpoken intheir.behalfe, counſel- | 
linghim to breake vp his Gege, and x0 * 
remoye his armie. from aflauking their! 
citie (<), They hearing this tale,and the 
rather thinking it to' bee true, becauſe: 


they 1 
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him ſo ſhamelully disfigured; 
in his bodice, were perſwaded to make' 
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| put our ſelues vpon the pikes, and ieo-| 


© | &mangling of our whole bodie,& euen | 


ragiousheatt! One pomegranatefull of 
ſuch graynes,yea euen one grayne full of | 


p 


| ny, yea may ſeevsa 
{her,and to our coumtrie, as Zopyrus was 
{ſhould come, wee may have ſo much} 
{ 200d will and holy manhoodinvs,asto } 


him their chiefe _—_— By which | 
meanes he betrayedthem all, and furren- 
dred both them, and their citic itto his 


uing ſubie&t! O moſt worthie and cou- 


fuch valour and vertue, is ſufhcienrfor'a 
whole countrie, either to recouer it if it | 
be loſt, orto keepe it thatit bee nor lot, 
Othar Icould tell where to finde ſucha 


man ! O thatT could tel where to ſee bur | 


one ſuch amongſt ys all! Twould, I af- | 
lure you, honor the Ag oround he goes 
vpon, and kifle euen the thadow of his | 


| feere, Well(betoued)Fpray God, pray | 
God with all-myheart, that her ſacred| 

'* { maieftie, whom the Lotd for his glorie 

{ſake alwayes fhieldand defend, that her 


ſacred maieſtie _ findvery ma- 
,astrrue toGod;to 


tohis prince. ' That if anytime of triall| 


| 


pard a ioynt, yea venter the martyring | 


maſters hands, O moſt faithfull and I»- | 


'the! 
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the loſing of our lies, rather. then cither 
forraine enemies, or home-bred rebels 
ſhould haue their wils of vs, Knowing 


may dye cuery moment, but for a man 
to 7 ſome notable picceof ſcruicebe- 
fore he dye, and toſheath his ſworde in 
the ſides of his enemies, and to kill if it 
be but one that isaſwornerebell, to his 
God, to his prince, and to his countrie : 
this indeede 1s a moſt honorable and a 
moſt glorious thing,this isit which (hal 
be chronicled, and regiltred, and reme- 
bred,yea and rewarded for euer. But to 
returneto the M ARK againe, We which 
are plantsof the Church likean orchard 
of pomegranates,andlikethe arke ofthe 
couenant,mult loue, net onely the head 
ofthe vomegranate,andthecouering of 
the arke;bur alſo the order of the graines, 
and the tables of the teſtament : nor on 
ly the {weeterafte, andthe pot of man- 
na ; butalſo the red colour, and the rod 
of Aaron, It is a myracle and would a- 
nazeany manto con{ider,how zealous 
the Chrithans were in the Primitiue 
Church:;. how! vofatiably -they thirfted | 


akerthecrowne of martyrdome; what 


that our life is frayleand mortall,& wee | 
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rods with Zopyrus, what rackings, whar 
wilde beaſts, what broylings,they endu- 
red, How ina manaer, if i durſt fay lo, 
they tuffered almoſt as horrible tormets 
when they dycd tor Chriſt, as Chrift did 
when hee dyed for them, Well, well,fo 
great,and {o abloline, and fo excellent, 
& ſo admirable perteCctio, isnot now re- 
quired at our hands, Yer this by your 
good leaue & fauorl wilbe bold to ſay, 
That we can ncuer be perſeRt Chriſtians 
indeede, and runne toward them ARKE 
zright, except at the leaſtwiſe wee have 
that in reſolution, which they did put in 
execution. Except,ifneede require (4), 
weethat arc faithfull, can finde in our 
hearts,to doe that, and to ſuffer that, for 
hatred ofthe ſpirituall Babylon, and for 
loue ofour heaucnly Lord, which Zopy- 
rus an infidell, did, and ſuffered, for ha- 


tred of the earthly Babylon,and forloue 


of a mortall king. Except wee- can bee | 


ontent,not onely to be white lillics, by 
ling purely and paticntly in thoſe af- 
flictions and crofles, whereofour miſe- 
rable lifeis full, which is in ſome ſort a 


| kind of martyrdome{) : but alſoto be 
red roſes, by dying conſtantly and ioy- 


fully 


- 


#7 KOI IS 


to Perfettion* 


105 


fully fortherrueth, if the good pleaſure 
of God ſhould ſo appoyntit (*), and by 
making our garments red in the bloud 
of grapes f, which is the moſt pertect 
martyrdome, and commeth neereſt of 
all to rhe arxs (8), that ſo Chriſt may 
riohely ſayto his Church here amongſt 
vs, Thy plats are as an orchard ofpome- 
granates. Tell me, wherefore ſayes Da- 
uid againe, ſpeaking ofthe othof God h, 
He appoynted the fame vnto Iacob for 
alaw, and nto I{racl for an cuerlaſting 
teſtament, but only to teach vs, that FOR 
THE PRIZE OF FHE HIGH CALLING OF 
GoD IN CHRIT 1ESVsS, isthe fixt and lait 
degreeto perfeRion? For Iatob and1ſ- 
raclaretwo ſeuerall names,and yet they 
fignifie but one fngular man, Neuer- 
theleſſe in a diuers reſpeR, Becauſe Ia- 
cob ishe that ſypplanteth or wraſtlerh : 
iſrael is he þ ſeeth orbeholdethGod(i), 
Now Iacob ſupplanting or wraſtling 1s 
a ſubiect ora ſeruant : Iftael ſecing or 
beholding God, is a friend ora ſonne. 
This is confirmed by Baruch, ſaying, 
God hath found outthe way of know- 
ledoe, and hath gincn it vnto Jacob his 
ſeraant , and ynto [{racl his beloued, So 
| that 
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tol{rael an everlaſting teſtament, See- 
inga law (1), ora ffatute(®), or ade- 
 cree (*),ora precept (®),properly belogs 
to lacob,a ſibieR or aſeruant: but a te- 
ſtament (?), or a: conenant (4), Or an 4- 
greement (*), or anaccord (1) properly 


aslong as lacob wraſtleth with many 
great imperfections and ſpirituall aduer- 
fariesin this life, he muſt as a faithful ſub- 
iect orſeruantof God, keepe the law of 
waaltling * appoyntedvntohim;to wit, 
that heminde but onething ; and torget 
that whichis behind;and endeuourhim- 
ſelfe to that which is before; and follow 
hard; toward the marke : but when If. 

rael hath once ouercome all his worldly 
and ghoſtly enemies, and is become a 


thelifeto come , then he ſhall as a belo- 


everlaſting teſtament written with the 


—_ —_ WV” tt... A. Dire. id 


| that lacob 1s only a faithtull ſernant: but | 
| l{rael is a belouedfonne. Therefore there 
is appoynted yato Jacob alaw : but yn- | 


belongs to Iſrael, afriend ora ſonne.For | 


perfet main Chriſt, & ſeeththe Lord in | 


uedfriend ar childe ot God poſlefle that | 
inheritance, which the fatherhathby his | 


bloud of Chriſt Teſts v, appoynted ynto | 
him,to Wit eaerla3ting life ; eternall ple. | 
| Ya *f 
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rie; «cy 1n the bolte Ghoſt; the kingdome 
of Heauer;THE PRIZE;OF THE HIGH 
CALLING; OF GOD; IN CHRIST 
IES vs. Onappie, happic manartthou, 
and thrice happie man artthoi1, whoſoe- 
uer thou art, which with Tacob doeſt 
wraſtle,and keepe the law, as a faichfull 
feruant,forno other ende,butonely this, 
that with Iſrael thou maift ſee God, and 
enioy the everlaſting teſtament, as a be- 
loued ſonne, For when we ſhal ſee God, 
we ſhall ſee:and what ſhal we ſee? That 
which no mortall eye hath ſeene , that 
wee ſhall ſee; Wee ſhall ſee our owne 
ſelues fitting and ſhining ar the right 


ſeeall our deare friends which wee hauc 
not ſcene this many a day, embracingys 


dome, We ſhall ſee all thenoble aruie 
of Martyrs, of Apoſtles, of Prophets, of 


ſinging out the prayſes ofthe Lord. We 


gels, of Archangels,of Principalities,of 
Dominations, reucrently atteding vpon 
the king of plorie, We {hall ſee the king 
himſelfe Chriſt Ieſus ; difparkling and 


| diſplaying 


hand of the throne of maieſtie, We ſhall | 
and welcoming vs into-Chriſts king- | 


Parriarkes, ſhouting day andnight, and þ 


* V 2 


ſhall ſee all the invincible hoaſt of An- | 


| 


The Pathway. 


diſplaying thoſe beames of. beautie, 
whichare the heauens wonder, and all 
the Ancels blifle, If there were now a- 
monelt vs one as fayre as cuer-Abſolon 
was, who would not be glad to beholde 
him ? Bur ſuppoſe ſome one were ten 
times as fayre as Ablolon , how then 
wotld men looke and gaze vpon him? ] 
but if another were a hundred times as 
fayreas Abſolon , what a matter of ad- 
miration would that e1ake ? Put the caſe 
then ſome one ſhould now (ep foorth 
and ſhew himſelfe a thouſand times fay- 
rerthen eucr Abſolon was ,. what won- 
dring, what maruciling would there bee 


dazeled,how would our very mindes be 
amazed at this ſight? Well,althis is but 


fayrer, yea a hundred times fayrer, yea a 


thouſandrtimes fayrer, then all the chil 
drenof men. Sothatif the whole beay- 
tie not onelyof all men, but cucuof all 
this inferiour globe, were pnt together 


amongſtys ? how would our eyes bee | 


a counterfeit,but a ſhadow,in reſpect of 
the bright-blazing beautie of our ſpiri- | 
ruall ſpouſe. For Chriſt Ieſusisten times 


thouſand times fayrer, yea ten hundred | 


in one, yetit Would not bee any way c6- | 
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parable not onely to Chriſts glorie, bur 
not ſo muchastothe leaſt glorified bo- 
die in heauen. And yet allthis is but the 
ourſide of heauen : all this wee ſhallſee 
with our bodily eye, The inlide and the 
inſight is much more glorious. For the 
leaſf plorif ed bodie ſeermg innumerable 
Saints and Angels more highly exalted 
then he is,hathhis ioy doubled;and creb. 
led, and beyond all meaſtremultiplied, 
when he confidereth,thathe is loued yn- 
ſpcakably more, by all of them,yeaby e- 
very one of them, then heecan beeby 
himſclfe. And therefore 2gaine ſeeing 
| himſelfe'fo deare ynto ther, hee for his | 
rart likewiſe as a hot burning coalc is 
ſer one'fire and inflamed with loue, and 
| the more he ſceth any other cxcell him 
in plorie, the more doth he reioyce, and 
is gladder of his glorie; then his owne. 
Bur now when hee lifterh yp his eyes to | 
the glorious Trinitie, and feeth how the 
Father, the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt, 
doe eternally and perfeQly loue and like 
and enioye one another in ſurpaſſing 
{weernes and conrtent,then all his affec- 
tions are ſwallowed vp in loue , all his 
{piits are rauiſhr in delight, all his de- 
.-* _- 
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(a) x.Cor.g.26 


(b) Mat,s.1 2, ' 


*Gen.32.24, 


| fares are imparadiz'd in pleaſure. In ſo 


mech as if oa.the one {;,de werelaydrhe 
loucof Chriſt ashe is man,and of allthe 
Sajnts and Angels among the:nſclues, 


andontheatker fide, rhe Tous which the 


lealt elorificd. body in heaven behol- 
ding the bleflea Trinitic breatheth out 


| ro'Godgthisloue would without al com« 


pariſon excell and exccede that as farre, 
2s light does darknes,or as heauen does 
the carth.\Wherlore for man,to ſec God; 
for Iacob, to bee called Iracll; Gehl 
that hath heana {eruant, to SSL a 


| ſonne;.for-him that hath kept the law, 


tocnioythe teſtament; is the bigheſt de- 

greeto perte&ion, yea itis the very per- 
teRtion of perfeRion it ſelfe : The onely 
perfe£t life .; the onely hye honour ; the 
oncly godly pleaſure ; p + only., chrifiian 


CALLING; QF-/GOD;IN, CHRIST 
IESVS, Secing then, blefled brethren, 
ſceing wee fight not as. they that beate 


the ayre(a),but ourrewardis lo gExcat, lo 


excecding great in heauen (Þ ) therefore 


neuer gauec ouer, till about:thec vrcaking 


of the day he was calicd :iracl (*): foler 
Vs 


"_ d — I Ir AO 


LA. 


as Jacob wraliledal the night long and} 
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| keſft him 


| vs wraltle all y night long of this life(<), 


and neuer giue ouer tillthe day breake, 
and the ſhadowes flye away (4) and we 
come to the maruetlous light and fight 
ofGod. Andlike as the faine Iacob ſayd 
to the Angell, I will not letthee goe, ex- 


cept thou bleſſe me (©): euen ſo leteue- 


| ry true IfracliteſaytoChriſt, I cookhold 


of him,and lefthimnor(f},O Lord le- 
ſus, who would lcaue thee ? or who 
would let thee go? orrather who would 
not hold thee faſt? which firengtheneſt 
him that holdeth thee faſt, and makeſt 
him perſeuere that is ſtrengthened, and 


crownelt him that perſeuereth, and ma- 


thee goe,cxcept thou bleſle me , thatis 
indeede,l will neuerlet thee go, becauſe 
thou doeſt neuer bleſſe but onely thoſe 
that alwaies holde thee faſt. Holde faſt 
then,and Stand falt, ood beloued, once 
againel ſay, Holdefaſt that whichyou 


| have, that no man take yourcrowne fro 


you (8). Stand faſt inthatlibertie, wher- 
by Chriſt hath madeyouſree, and benot 


bondage (®), Bur fo runne, ſo runne, as 


ig " 


perfetthat is crowned. There. | 
| fore I will hold thee faſt,and will notlet 


any more entangled with the yoke of 


(c)Mar.13.5) 


(d)Cant.4.6, | 


(c)Gen.,z2.26 | 
{ 
(f )Cant.3.4- 
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Chimara ef 


| qe initiuam 


habet a ratione 


finem 4 ſenſnua- 


litate, Cum t- 


| gutur far aprtere 


humano capits 
ceruicem pictor 
depingit equt- 
nam. lnncen, 
de Eleemo.c.6 
Operare 1gtrer 
perſeneranter 
ne (bt Horats 
#1 ait ) Deſt- 


nat in piſcer 


ye may attaine(i), As ye may attaine ? 
How & is that ? Mary faithfully, paticnt- 
ly,conſtantly yntotheende. A ſhaine it 
would bee, anda vile ſhame for vs, if it 
ſhould beſayd of ys, not, you dar ranne 
weli,but, you did rurne well, Fye ypon 
ic, Hauing been hetherto broughtvpin 


s$karler , thall wee now imbrace the | 


dung = ? Shall we be like thoie antickes 
or monſters, which are halfe men and 
halfe beaſts (*) ? Shall we belike Nabu- 
chadnezzars image which had a head of 
gold andfecte of clay (* )? Shall we be- 
oin inthe ſpirirandendin the fleſh (x)? 
God torbid. God for his mercie ſake 
keepe vs fromſuch fearfull falling from 
him, Nay rather let vs remember, that 
loſeph fignificth encrealing, and Ari- 
mathea hgnifieth. getting y reward(4), 
to teachvs that if wee would bee like to 
loſeph of Arimathea, wee mult alwayes 
encreaſc and goe on till wee getthere- 
ward, The other loſeph alſo hada coate 
reaching downeto hisfeete (=), to teach 
vs that wee muſt not haueskarlet about 
our head and dung about our fete, not 
gold about our head and clay abour our 
feete,butthat when we put on the Lord 

Teſus, 
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leſus, we muſt put onſucha skarlet robe | 
of righteouſneſſe, ſuch a golden garmer 
of grace, fucha yeſture of a godlyand 
vertuous life, ſacha coate of a holy and 
heauenly conuerfation ; as may reach 
to the teete,as may continue to the end: 
conlidering our Saujour hath ſayd, He 
that perſeuereth vnto the end ſhall bee 
ſaued:and againe,Be faithful ynto death, 
and will giue thee the crowne of lite. 
This crowne of life is promiſed to all 
thoſe which make a good beginning, 
but performed onely to thoſe which 
make a good ending ({), And they 
which run in aracerunne al,yet one on- 
ly, that is hee which holdeth out to the 
end, receiueth the PRIZE(*®).Andnone 
are ſaved but ſuch asare marked in their 
foreheads with the letter T az, which is 
the note of perſeuerance and perfec- 
tion v, And if we would be coformable 
tothe croſle of Chriſt, the liuely picture 
ofall perfection, we mult be like vnto it, 
notonely inthe depth of faith,and in the 
heigth of hope, and in the breadth of 
charitie,bur alſo in the length of perſe- 
uerice(>).Becauſe all the denth, height, 
& breadth of the croſſeis nothing with- 
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out the length : and fo allthe faith, hope, 
and charitic of a Chriſtian, is ro no pur- 
pole without continuance in them euen 
vntothe end. Wherefore(my good bre- 
thren)yet once againe I wil ſay,andthen 
I will tay no more, Lervs draw neere 
vnto God with a true heart in aſlurance 
of {z11h (y): andlet vs keep the proleſſ1o 
of our hype without waucring (= )}:and 
letvs conitder one attotherto prouoke 
vnto charitie and to good workes (3): 
& ſo much the more, becauſe we {ce the 


breaking of the day diawethneere (Þ), | 


andthe kingdome of heauen is at hand, 
Thercis a Greeke worde hgnifying the 
ende of a race, mhich is deriucd of ano- 
ther Greek word fignilying to ſpurte or 
pricke on forward (E), Which proueth, 
that as they which runne their horſes for 
a wager,{purliardelt aztheracesend(4): 
lo ſeeing our ſaluation is neerer now 
then everit was (©), therefore wee muſt 
ronnefaſter now then euer wee did (f). 
Eſpecially becauſe the very horſe and 
mule & diucrs other bruite beaſts which 
have no vnderitanding, thouzh they 
14uec been neuer ſo much wearted and 
tyred before, yet when they come neere 

home 
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home they will mend their pace 8. And 
therefore the more to blame ſhould we 
be,if hauing trauailed thus farre alreadie 
in the waye to perfection, and being 
come by this time almoſt toour iour- 
nies ence, wee ſhould now gocno fur- 
ther,when in deede wee ought if it bee 
poſiible, torunne much falter to our e- 
uerlalting home in heauen. O beloued, 
all che ſaintes in heauenthinke long, yes 
they thinke of vs, and they long for 
vs (b), and they ecarneltly defire to bee 
perfected with vs, becauſe they certaine- 
ly know they cannot be perfected with- 
outys i, The holy Angels alſo as they 
bluſh, and holde downe their heads, 
when they ſee vs ſtumble, or trippe ne- 
verſo little : ſo on the other fide, they 
ſhoute, andclap their hands when they 
ſee vsrunne cheerefully in a goodcourle, 
and come away apace to perfection. 
Laſtly, Chriſt himſclfe doth {tand way- 
ting for vs, and beckning to vs,and hart- 
ning vs on all the waye, being ready 
to recciue vs, and to imbrace ys inthe 


| armes of his louing mercy, as foone as 


euer wee come to the ende of our racc. 
For cuen asaroyall King, when one of 


| I 2 his 
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his noblcs returnes home, which hath in 
a forraine countrie by chiualrie, or feates 
ofarmes, or other like excellent partes 
atchicued great renowne to his realme, 
preſently ſendeth for him to the court, 
and 1n open audience giueth him words 
of grace, & aduanceth himto hie prefer-= 
mets & honors:lo Chriſt our moſt mag- 
nificent king, immediatly vpon ouratri- 
uall into heauen out of the forraine coui- 

N . | 
trey ofthis world, wil reachforth ynto vs 
his holy hand,condusting vs tothe eter- 
nall tabernacles of reſt,and as for all the 
prayers that we haue made,allthe teares 
that we haue ſhed, all the almes that we 
hauie giuen , all the other exerciſes of a 
chriſtian lite that wee haue performed, 
though neuer ſo ſecretly in this purſuite| 
of perfection, hee will openly rewarde 
them, & molt glorioully crowne them; 
-ahen as all the hoſt of Angels ſhall tri- 
umpbh tor our coronation,and the bleſſed| 
ſaintes ſhall thinke themſelues more 
perſect for our perfection , and all the 
courte of Heauen ſhall applaude our 
praiſcs, and Ged hiniſelfe ſhall ſaye e4- 
 2cn tO Our felicities » Which that it 
:nay fo happily cometo paſſe, and that 
eucry 
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cuery one of ys, which now with Iacob 
wrattleth vntothe breaking of the daye, 
and conſtantly keepeththelaw appoyn- 
ted ynto him,may in the end with Iſrael 
ſeeGod, and haue the full fruition of his 
olory, and enioye the cuerlaſting teſta- 
ment, whichis THE PRIZE OF THE 
HIGH CALLING OF GOD IN 
CHRIST IESVS, graunt we beſeeche 
thee,O deare Lord,grauntit to vs1 fay, 
notfor our owne Foun or merites,but 
for the tender mercies of the ſame, our 
{weete Sauiour CHRIST IESVS, to 
whome with the Father and the holy 
Ghoſt,be all honour andglory, power 
and prayſe,dignitie,and domi- 
nion, now and cuer- 
more Amen, 


(',') 


I 3 


BATES 4 wen 4 Cali bac. Mel nes. LE. w..odGSioCadccocolks 


— <—_— OO WT ER 
"” T __ L YO. \ - = be 


Fanlts in the Sermon. 

p.23..21, ] the of the ? 
P.2 $el.11, the all rhe 
p.$2.1.9. did did did 
p.54-l.21. etcrnall, eternall 

< p.60.l.20, Sc. gold readee golden 

[ p.64.|.6, Rheginum | Rhegium ſ 
p.64.1.7. Eous Cous | 
p.67.1.23., by fooles 

Cp.30 124.) can cannot |} 


Faults inthe marginallrotes, 


P.3-Ex0d.25 ro. py. (x ) mulwnc, p.7, 1.Reg.11.5. 
p.13.Luc.10 41.p.t1. At.9.5. p.20, Naz. 247.Þ.24- 
Baſt. Hexa.h, 11,Þ.3 7. Magpeudi ay TmeUuoiaD. P.44-EY od ts 
{4h owtyTery, pq 3. | nzuarninrdec,p.86, Rom. 6.23, and 
tranſpoſe this laſt quotation to page 85.linc,27, 


